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Introduction

The past few years have been some of the greatest
years of my life. I've been in the ministry more than
twenty-five years and had many wonderful encounters
with the Lord, but I can truthfully say that the revela-
tion knowledge God has imparted to me in these last
few years has completely changed my life, taking me to
a place in God I had never before imagined.

However, you can’t put up walls where there is no
foundation. You can’t add a roof where there are no
walls. The life-changing truths God has been showing
me couldn’t have been added to my life had not a strong
foundation of the Word been built inside of me line
upon line, precept upon precept, through many hours
and many years of praying in tongues while meditating
on the Scriptures.

I now know more than ever before that praying in
tongues is the revelation gift that helped lay a scrip-
tural foundation in my life. God was getting me ready
for the awesome, eternal truths He is now pouring into
my spirit in preparation for the days to come. He is
using the culmination of all those years of praying in
tongues to open up to me a whole new realm of under-
standing in Christ.

The very measure of God’s power in a believer’s life
is dependent on how much of his life is ordered by the
Holy Ghost. Therefore, from the very beginning, the
primary message of this ministry has been praying in
tongues. Over the decades, the Lord has imparted a
wealth of revelation knowledge to my spirit on this
subject. Step by step, He has taught me how to walk



out of a life dominated by the flesh into a new life dom-
inated by the Holy Spirit through the matchless gift of
praying in my heavenly prayer language.

Then in 1997, the Lord spoke strongly to my spirit,
saying, “This message on tongues has come to maturity.”

At first, I thought God meant the message had come
to maturity in me. Later I came to understand that He
wasn’t talking about me in particular at all. He was
saying that the time had come to share in a broader
measure the revelation knowledge He had given me
over the years regarding praying in tongues. The mes-
sage had come to maturity for the Body of Christ.

The Lord has commissioned me to teach believers
how to live a life of power as they walk in the Spirit,
always building on the foundation of the Word and
praying in tongues as the Holy Spirit gives utterance.
This book 1s written out of my desire to be faithful to
that divine commission.

I have not only taught the truths contained in this
book for many years; I have also pursued them with all
my heart in my own personal walk with God. So believe
me when I tell you this: As you read this book and dili-
gently apply its principles, the day will come when you
look back on your life and say in awe and wonder, “I'm
not the same person. I have learned to walk in the
Spirit, and it has completely changed my life forever!”

Dave Roberson



For in My Spirit is the depth of wisdom
that by My Spirit you may glean,
saith the Spirit of Grace.

For these things are hidden in a mystery.

Oh, I have made these mysteries available
to those who are in the Church of My grace.
Learn how to stay in My Presence.
Learn how to stay on your face.
And I will open up treasures hidden in a field.

And you will see, saith the Spirit of Grace,

that even the devil will have to give place.







Chapter 1
L aa
The Holy Spirit’s
Work Within

In the eternities of time past, a vast, complex plan
for mankind unfolded on the inside of God. In His infi-
nite wisdom, He left nothing out as He looked down
through the ages. He passed through generation after
generation, planning every intricate detail of every life
that would live on the face of the earth. God’s desire
was to recover as many as possible from Satan’s rebel-
lious camp and to gather unto Himself a people He
could call His family.

Somewhere in the midst of this divine planning ses-
sion, long before the eons of time began, God came
across your name! Then He formulated a perfect plan
just for you that is unlike any other plan for any other
person who has ever been born. Imagine — God the
Father looked out across the great void of space and
time and saw the moment in time when you would live
on this earth. Then He decided precisely how that
moment should be filled!

We Must Choose His Plan

God conceived a wonderful plan for every one of us.
In His plan, we were predestined to become His sons
and daughters at the Cross. But one potential obstacle
stands between us and God’s perfectly conceived pur-
poses: Using the free will God has given us, we must
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choose to walk in the plan He has ordained for our
lives.

God looks for a way to approach each of us in order
to present His personal plan for our lives. He begins
with the preaching of the Cross that encourages us to
accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. If we accept
Jesus, we take our first step into the plan God predes-
tined for us before the foundations of the world. But if
we reject Him, then like so many before us, we will live
and die without ever taking that first step — salvation —
into the divine purpose for our existence.

Once when I was ministering in India, I looked out
at the crowd of thousands before me and marveled that
God could have a specific plan for every individual in
that vast multitude. The truth i1s, God formulated a
perfect plan for every single person born since Adam.
He only waits for each person to find out what that
plan is and then to choose to walk in it.

Jesus talked about His plan of eternal life for
mankind in Matthew 7:13,14:

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat:

Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.

Jesus’ words indicate that the majority of people
end their lives with one final journey into a godless
eternity without Him. A person can live and die and go
to hell without knowing Jesus or fulfilling God’s plan
for his life. However, that doesn’t change the fact that
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God had a perfect plan of redemption and purpose for
that person; he just never discovered it.

But, praise God, you don’t have to be one of that
number! If you have found the Cross and made Jesus
your personal Savior, nothing can stop you from dis-
covering the rest of God’s plan for your life. All you
have to do i1s choose to obey Him.

The Holy Spirit Prays for Us

So somewhere, somehow, in God’s great and mar-
velous plan for His creation, your name came up. And
God, in His eternal wisdom and counsel, laid out a per-
fect plan for your personal life.

Then the Holy Spirit did a wonderful thing. He lis-
tened intently to every detail of your life as the Father
planned your birth, your ministry, your prosperity, and
every aspect of your redemption and personal life.

In fact, the Holy Spirit is the One who has been put
in charge of overseeing God’s plan for your personal
life. No one can represent that plan better than He can.
He was there. He heard God the Father plan every
minute detail.

And that’s not all. This third Person of the Godhead
stands face to face and absolutely coequal in every way
with the other two members of the Godhead, the great
Jehovah and the mighty Logos (Jesus). But upon your
regeneration as a child of God, the Holy Spirit actually
consented to take up residence within your spirit and
to offer His services to you! And one of the main rea-
sons He came was to pray for you.

11
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Why did God send the Holy Spirit to live inside of
you? So He could change you into the image of His Son.
And in order to accomplish that goal, the Holy Spirit
brought His own prayer language with Him so He
could pray for all that concerns you.

With that prayer language, He gets involved directly
with you in a one-on-one relationship that is inde-
pendent of anyone else, even of your own mind. When
the Holy Spirit prays for you, He takes the plan He
hears the Father utter and pours it through your
spirit. And the language He uses to express that plan
as it flows through you is the supernatural language
of tongues.

Every time you give the Holy Spirit opportunity, He
will use that language to pray for your calling, to pray
out the plan of God, to edify you, and to charge you
with His holy power. He will lend Himself to you as
your faith allows Him to be activated within your spirit.
He will pull you out of everything Jesus set you free
from and into everything Jesus says that you are in
Him.

If you want to, you can go into your room and pray
in that supernatural language for two, four, or even
twelve hours, and God the Holy Spirit will create every
single word that comes out of your mouth. It is your
choice to pray or not to pray. But every time you do
choose to pray, you will come out of that time of prayer
more edified in His plan and purpose for you than if
you hadn’t done it.

God’s plan for you is in the Spirit, and the Holy
Spirit is in you. The Holy Spirit is armed with the
knowledge of everything He heard about God’s

12
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redemption plan for you before the foundations of the
earth. And every time He searches your heart, He does
it with the intention to pray that plan — the mind of
God concerning you — into existence in your life.

Natural Law Brought Under Subjection

I have been filled with the Holy Spirit a long time,
and I still marvel that the third Person of the Godhead
would choose to come and take up His abode with us!
To think that, at our invitation, He fills us in baptism
and oversees God’s plan for our lives is more grace than
we could ever hope for. And the supernatural language
He brings with Him to help us find that perfect plan is
perhaps the greatest phenomenon of all.

The more of God’s plan we find, the more the Holy
Spirit (who is the Executor of spiritual law) will be able
to bring natural law under subjection in our lives.
Natural law governs the circumstances that surround
us, causing things to go for or against us — making us
either rich or poor, sick or healthy, happy or sad.

But God designed natural law to be made subordi-
nate to spiritual law. And since the divine plan for our
lives comes from the very heart of God, it is enforced as
spiritual law.

When we spend any amount of time at all praying
in the Holy Ghost, we are uttering divine secrets, or
spiritual laws. The Holy Spirit then employs those
laws to see that circumstances — natural laws — line
up with the purpose and plan of God for our lives. We
cannot pray consistently for very long before the things
that don’t belong in God’s plan for us begin to fall away.

13
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Once I asked the Lord, “Why did You give us such a
peculiar language to use in prayer?” This is what He
spoke to my spirit:

“Among men a language has never come into exis-
tence that carries the vocabulary to express everything
I am in you through Christ Jesus. Since there was no
language with such a vocabulary, I had to create My
own and loan it to you while you are on the earth. I just
loan it to you till you come up to Heaven; then it will
cease.

“Meanwhile, you know in part, and I know every-
thing — My entire redemption plan for all eternity.
Whenever the devil comes against you, don’t worry
about it. Because of your infirmities, I will start mak-
ing intercession for you according to that plan. And
even though you only know in part, I will pray the part
you need.”

The Great Exchange:
Trading Our Plan for God’s Plan

There 1s a supernatural exchange that takes place
as we pray in other tongues. Look at what Romans
8:27,28 says:

And he [the Holy Spirit] that searcheth the
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God.

And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.

14
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What does it mean, “he that searcheth the hearts”?
It means that the Holy Spirit continually searches your
heart with the intention of removing everything that is
contrary to the will of God, your Father the Planner.
Then the Holy Spirit replaces it with the plan He heard
for your personal life before the beginning of time when
God formulated His plan for you. He prays the perfect
plan of God into your spirit so you not only know what
you are called to do but how to fulfill that call in the
perfect timing, will, and power of God.

God trades your natural plans and ideas for His
through the supernatural medium of exchange,
tongues for personal edification. You can know beyond
a shadow of a doubt that as you yield to that divine
exchange, all things will indeed work together for good
for you, because you love God and are called according
to His purpose.

He Helps Us Find Our Calling

However, you can’t discover the purpose God has
called you to fulfill just by reading His Word. Now, you
can find out in the Word everything you need to know
pertaining to the inheritance that belongs to every
believer. You can learn all about salvation, healing,
prosperity, righteousness, Heaven, the blood, and min-
istry offices. But you cannot find out from the Word
alone what God has called you to fulfill as an individ-
ual member of the Body of Christ.

There is no “Book of Roberson” that I can turn to for
personal instruction. I have to discover my divine call-
ing by revelation through the personal inward work of
the Holy Spirit.

15
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No one knows our calling better than the Holy
Spirit. He was in the Presence of God when our call was
first planned. That’s why He brought His supernatural
language with Him when He came to live inside us.
We're just too ignorant to know how to pray about our
call. So His great reservoir of wisdom and counsel
resides within our spirits, just waiting to be released
through tongues.

First Corinthians 14:14 says that when we speak in
an unknown tongue, our human spirit is doing the pray-
ing, and our understanding is unfruitful. So, in essence,
the Holy Spirit creates that supernatural language on
the inside of our spirit man. Then a transfer of language
and authority takes place from the Person of the Holy
Spirit to our human spirit.

This divine transfer enables us as individual mem-
bers of the Body of Christ on this earth to pray in
tongues with the authority of God, knowing that the
other two members of the Godhead will answer our
prayer. If the transfer never took place, it would be the
Holy Spirit praying, not us. But with the transfer, it is
literally our human spirit praying as the Holy Spirit
creates the prayer.

God’s Way Is Best

We may know how to claim our inheritance. We may
be good at declaring, “Healing is mine. Provision is
mine!” But how can we get the tremendous power of the
Holy Spirit that resides on the inside of us — the power
that raised Jesus from the dead — out onto the prob-
lems that face us so those blessings can be manifested
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in our lives? And even more importantly, how can we
discover our divine call?

Well, are we so wise that we can find a better way
to answer those questions than the way God gave us
when He designated the Holy Spirit to come and rep-
resent us?

You see, God didn’t trust us to any of the many
thousands of angels in His service. We’re worth more
than that to Him. No, He went as high as He could go
and entrusted us to the Holy Spirit Himself, who then
came to take up residency in us. So how can we fail
when the third Person of the Godhead creates the
prayer and the other two members of the Godhead see
to 1t that it comes to pass? I'd call that a foolproof plan!

God’s Wisdom Against Satan’s Strategies

The day you decide to lock yourself in your prayer
closet to spend some quality time with the Lord in
prayer — that is the day you will enter Heaven’s class-
room here on earth with the Holy Spirit as your
Teacher. You need that “classroom” if you're ever going
to fulfill your divine calling.

Remember, God tells us to be as wise as serpents
and as harmless as doves (Matt. 10:16). Why would
God say something like that? Because Satan has an
entire arsenal of weaponry that can only be combatted
by the wisdom of God.

For instance, suppose Satan walks in the room with
horns and a tail and says, “Pardon me, nice Christian,
while I remove the Word of God out of your heart.” You

17
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would look at him and say, “You're not getting my
Word!”

He says, “Why not?”
“Because you're the devil!”
“What gave me away?” he asks.

“Your horns and your tail.” (That’s the traditional
way the devil dresses in Christian folklore.)

At that point, the devil says, “I'll never come
dressed this way again. I'll go get a sheepskin and put
it on. Then I'll sneak in unawares and steal the Word
out of you. You won’t even know who’s doing it because
I'll use religion to seduce you. I'll use circumstances. I'll
blame it on the economy. Or I'll blame it on your hus-
band or your wife. But one way or another, I will take
the Word of God out of you, and you won’t even know
who’s doing it!”

Jesus let us know that Satan only comes for one
reason in three parts: to kill, to steal, and to destroy
(John 10:10). And you may as well know — the devil is
good at it! He doesn’t do anything else but those three
things. Killing, stealing, and destroying have been his
specialties ever since his light went out and he fell from
Heaven (Isa. 14:12). And if you misjudge him — if you
don’t take him seriously — he can destroy you!

Now you see why we must be as wise as serpents
yet as harmless as doves. Yet some people say they
don’t need the Holy Ghost’s help in prayer. They push
His language aside and refuse to allow Him to pray the
mind of God for them hour after hour. Who do they
think they’re operating against — a spiritual wimp?

18
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Satan 1s not an enemy to take lightly. He’s a smart
fellow, and he comes for only one reason: to kill. He
doesn’t do anything else; he doesn’t know anything
else. And if you don’t take care of his strategies by the
wisdom of God, he will succeed in killing everything
good in your life.

Since this is true, how can a believer consider
spending two or three hours in prayer a sacrifice? What
is he really saying? “I made a big personal sacrifice last
night. I let God pray for me for three hours!”

No, that believer didn’t make a big sacrifice. He just
enjoyed the priceless privilege of praying in the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit created a prayer language on the
inside of him that tapped into the mind of Christ and
the infinite wisdom of Almighty God for his life!

It’s beyond my natural understanding how that
supernatural process works. But I guarantee you, I will
use what He has given me!

My Heavenly Father has promised me this, and I
can pass it on to you: If you will faithfully continue to
get to know God by His Spirit — and an important part
of that process 1s praying in other tongues — then five
years from now, you will not be the same. You won’t
look back over the years and lament that every day was
the same, one month just like the next, until three and
then four years slipped by, and you ended up just as
defeated and unchanged as you were at the beginning
of that time period.

No, if you will pursue God by the Spirit, then at the
end of five years, you will be able to look back and see
that you have experienced spiritual growth. You have
changed for the better. You are getting to know Jesus
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Himself as the Holy Spirit reveals Him to you. And you
are well on your way to fulfilling your divine call as it
unfolds before you!

20



So enter in and know Me by the Spirit,
And I will take you from glory to glory,
feeding you with an inheritance
that causes you
to know how to quench the hunger
and the burnings inside
to know Me after My power.

I will show you these things,
But you must enter into My Presence

and stay there until I have fed you

with your ministry, saith the Spirit of Grace.







Chapter 2

S e

My Personal Journey
To Revelation Knowledge

I didn’t tap into God’s plan for my own life until I
was an adult. There was no one in my life as a child
who could teach me how to do it.

The Beginnings

My mother was what I call a “periodic alcoholic.”
She died in her early fifties with cirrhosis of the liver.

My dad was a preacher’s kid, but I didn’t find that
out until long after I had answered the call to the min-
istry as an adult. He was a preacher’s kid who went
wild, spending most of his life in and out of jail. He
came and went when I was little. When 1 was old
enough to understand, Mom told me that she finally
ran him off when I was almost two years old because he
would beat me so badly.

I can remember hiding a toy airplane under my bed.
Mom had saved her grocery pennies to buy it for me.
When my dad came around, I had to hide it; I knew
that much. He was always threatening me, saying
things like, “I'm going to shoot you with a shotgun full
of salt!” I can’t remember much about the beatings. As
I grew up, I had many other temporary fathers who
came and went. I didn’t know much about them either.
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Sometimes the neighbors would come over to get
me, my brother, and my two sisters. They would scrub
our faces, load us in the car, and take us to church. It
was obvious that we were neglected.

Our grandpa finally took us in. He made a work-
horse out of me through my high school years — and
when I say work, I mean work! By the time I entered
the United States Navy, I was in top shape. I had never
worked out or done one sit-up or push-up in my life, yet
I won the arm wrestling championship on my ship! I
was also asked to box for the Navy. All my physical
strength and training came from Grandpa working me
like an animal through my teenage years.

Grandpa was from the old “hard track” school of
thought in raising children. I never knew very much
about the love of God nor had anything to call my own.
Nearly every chance Grandpa had, he told me, “You
will never amount to anything, never! You are going to
grow up to be no good just like your old man Roberson.”

When I was sixteen years old, a friend of mine (who
was also a preacher’s kid) convinced me to go to a
Pentecostal church with him every weekend for the
sole reason of meeting girls. After church, we would go
out drinking.

Well, the pastor’s preaching didn’t bother my friend
at all, but it started to get to me. One night I became
so convicted that I went over to the pastor’s house after
the service had ended.

I knocked on the pastor’s door. When he answered
it, I told him, “I think there’s something wrong with

’

me.
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“That’s conviction,” the pastor replied. “What you
need to do is accept Jesus Christ as your personal
Savior.” So he told me to get down on my knees next to
a chair, and then he led me in the sinner’s prayer.

I left the pastor’s house feeling light and happy, and
the next time I was out with my friends, I refused to
drink with them. However, no one from the church
“went after me” to get me filled with the Holy Spirit or
to help me grow in my spiritual walk. So my good
Intentions only lasted about two weeks, and then I
returned to my partying lifestyle.

I quit high school and left home when I was seven-
teen, never to come back. That’s when I joined the
Navy. Soon after I finished my term with the Navy, I
came back to God at an ultra-Holiness church. It was
there that I met my future wife, Rosalie.

These Holiness people told me that my Heavenly
Father was doing the same thing my natural father did
to me — punishing me for making mistakes. They were
teaching me legalism, but I didn’t understand that. I
thought to myself, Well, I guess I lost one father like
that and picked up another one!

The Sawmill Preacher

The first year after I got saved, I had trouble stay-
ing in church. But soon after marrying Rosalie, I was
baptized in the Holy Ghost, and I never went back to
my godless life again. I never wanted to go back.

A few years later, we moved to a little town in
Oregon called LaPine, where the only church was a lit-
tle Holiness church that was even more strict than the

25



The Walk of the Spirit — The Walk of Power

one we had left. There were no other churches or
Christian meetings. I got a job in a sawmill and started
preaching on the job!

Everyone around me at the sawmill was living in
sin, but God strengthened me to stand in the faith. Hell
threw everything it could at me to cause me to turn
away from God. But because of the Lord’s upholding
hand, I stood.

Once in a while a preacher would hold a revival in
our area. When that happened, all seven men who
pulled the chain with me at the sawmill would come
with me to the revival because I had worked on them
so hard, trying to persuade them to attend.

The Vision
That Propelled Me Into Ministry

At thirty years of age, I still lived with the image
that was built on the inside of me while growing up. I
would never amount to anything. I deserved nothing
but punishment.

I was born again, and I had such a strong hunger and
thirst for God. I knew in my heart I was called to preach
the Gospel. But I couldn’t see how He could or would
ever use me. I was a Holiness boy, lost in legalism.

But I loved God with all my heart, and He had
mercy on my soul. He gave me a vision that launched
me into the full-time ministry. It wasn’t something I
experienced because I ate too late at night; it was real.

I never will forget it. We had moved a couple of
times and were living in a little town called Oakridge,
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where I had continued to work in the local sawmill.
Early one morning I woke up in the Presence of God. I
opened my eyes, expecting to see my familiar bedroom.
Instead, I saw a big auditorium. There were several
wheelchair cases on the platform. I was three rows
back on the left.

An associate pastor was conducting the worship
service. Something was electrifying about the meeting,
and somehow I knew it was my meeting.

The associate pastor returned to the pulpit after the
praise and worship ended and said, “Now our evange-
list...” As he spoke, he looked right at me to respond. I
had my Bible open — in fact, I had it open to Jude 20
and 21, the passage that would later launch our min-
1stry!

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Ghost,

Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.

—dJude 20, 21

But as I started to stand up, the associate pastor
turned and pointed to the stage curtain. A blond-haired
woman came out onto the platform. It was obvious that
she was full of God’s love, and the anointing — the
power of the Holy Spirit — flowed out of her like honey.
It was so thick and sweet, you could almost cut it! I
sank back into my chair in utter disbelief. I knew it
was supposed to be my meeting.

The woman took the microphone and ministered
the grace of God beautifully. Then God’s power fell, and
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all the people got up out of their wheelchairs. The altar
filled with people confessing Jesus as Savior. The
whole service was full of power and anointing.

When it was all over, the rest of the crowd disap-
peared; it was just me and this woman in the auditorium.
Then she looked directly at me and said, “I don’t know
why God has given me this kind of ministry; one of you
men must have failed.”

I came out of the vision shaking. I woke Rosalie and
told her everything I had witnessed in the vision. I
decided that I couldn’t live the way I had been living
anymore — torn between my call to preach and my
deep feelings of unworthiness. I was being beaten from
the inside out.

I told my wife, “I have to answer the call to the min-
1stry — sink, swim, or drown. If we eat beans, sleep
under a tree, or dress the kids in gunny sacks, will you
still go with me?”

Rosalie said yes. So together that morning, she and
I decided that no matter what it took, we would press
in to God. Two weeks later, I resigned my job to go full
time into the ministry.

The Prayer Closet

Having quit my job at the lumber mill, I didn’t know
what to do with my time. Then I thought of the little
church Rosalie and I had started just a few months
before. (Although I had started the church, I asked a
minister from another town to come every week to
preach. At that time, I still didn’t have the courage to
preach myself.)
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In the old bowling alley where we were holding ser-
vices, I had recently partitioned off an eight-by-eight
area that had once been a concession stand, making it
into a tiny nursery. I decided that I would use that lit-
tle area as my “prayer closet.” I figured somehow that
if I prayed the same amount of hours that I normally
worked, God would “pay” me by providing for our
needs.

I had no idea how hard it would be to carry out my
decision to pray eight hours a day. That first morning
I went into the closet, closed the door, got down on my
knees, and started to pray in English. “Oh, God, now
I'm full time in the ministry. Oh, God, keep our cup-
boards full. Don’t let our children starve. Use me, God,
please use me!” (I spent a lot of time begging God. I was
just a Holiness boy who had learned almost nothing
about faith yet.)

I prayed for everything I could think of. I prayed for
all the missionaries around the world that I knew
about. I even spent some time cursing the cockroaches
in that closet, commanding them to die in Jesus’ Name!
But despite my efforts, I ran out of things to pray about
in just fifteen minutes.

So just to survive the long hours that stretched in
front of me for which I had committed to pray, I
switched to praying in tongues. I didn’t start praying in
tongues because I knew it was a good thing to do. The
truth is, I didn’t even know if it was scripturally legal!
Some Holiness people had told me that I couldn’t pray
in tongues anytime I wanted to. Then I had heard from
others that it was okay to use tongues as a prayer lan-
guage.
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I wasn’t sure which belief was right. All I knew was
that I had to stay in that closet because I had resigned
my job. So I began to pray in tongues that first day in
the closet just to kill the hours.

Finally, the ten o’clock mill whistle blew. It was cof-
fee break time! I hurried down to the coffee shop, ate a
few doughnuts, and ran back to my prayer closet. In
my mind, I had to be in position for prayer again in fif-
teen minutes — the same time the mill workers started
their work again.

I kept on praying in tongues. I prayed for what
seemed to be several hours, but it wasn’t even noon yet!

Then the scream of the mill whistle brought me
back to the reality of my friends’ daily schedule and the
radical choice I had made for myself. It was lunch
break for the workers at the mill, and the darkness of
the closet seemed to close in on me.

My former fellow workers had spent the last four
hours in the sunlight, cutting and shaping wood that
would be shipped all over the world. At the sound of the
whistle, everyone would take their lunch boxes out and
sit on benches, ready to eat, relax, and tell jokes. I
knew what the men were doing, but I wasn’t with
them. Did I really believe God? Would this really work?
I had to believe it would.

Memories of the Search for Answers

My mind drifted back to that late evening service at
the Pentecostal church where I first listened with a
mixture of apprehension and excitement to the revela-
tion of the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the gift of
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tongues that accompanied the experience. Rosalie and
I discussed what we had heard all the way home as our
three young sons slept huddled together in the back
seat of our Volkswagen bug.

Rosalie had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit
in her late teens. I began to wonder if this experience
could be my answer to a life of frustration and repeated
repentance for sins I couldn’t seem to shake.

It seemed that for so many Christians, transforma-
tion occurred immediately after they were born again.
Was this true, and if so, why did it seem so difficult for
me to change? Could a prayer language prayed through
me by the Holy Spirit be the answer I needed to cross
over that invisible line and truly become an overcomer?

Soon afterward, I came home to Rosalie and the
boys after a dismal evening of struggle that had resulted
in spiritual and personal failure. The look of disap-
pointment on Rosalie’s face was enough to drive out the
lingering influence of the few drinks I had shared with
the guys. A strong sense of conviction rose up on the
inside of me. I was on the brink of settling into self-pity
and despair.

Rosalie tucked the children into bed as I sat in the
kitchen, my head hung in shame and remorse. Then
she walked over to me and silently took my hands in
hers, as if to say she was with me in this struggle.

From that night on, Rosalie and I began to pray
together more often, and my desire to know more about
the baptism in the Holy Spirit continued to grow. We
talked often about this gift. I was so hungry to really
know God, so hungry for the answers to my many ques-
tions.
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By then I knew about Hebrews 11:6:

But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.

Could this praying in the Spirit be a part of dili-
gently seeking God?

Now as I knelt in that closet praying in tongues, the
answer to that question seemed all the more impor-
tant. I returned from my world of memories, thinking,
What am I doing in this little closet, when by all stan-
dards I should be putting in my eight hours at the local
lumber mill? Was I crazy, or had I begun a true adven-
ture into the deep waters of God?

‘Putting In My Time’ With God

The answers to these questions were still in the
future as I began this first day in the prayer closet —
putting my time in with God. My mind swirled with
questions, doubts, and anxiety as I prayed in the
Spirit. Could a man really “go deeper into God” on pur-
pose — just because he wanted to?

Let me tell you, those hours in that closet were long!
I would pray in tongues for what seemed like an hour
and then look at my watch. “Oh, no, it’s only been five
minutes!” So I'd start praying again.

The next few months found me reporting to my closet
just as before I would have reported to the lumberyard.
When the mill whistle signaled the start of each work
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day, I was always in position on my knees, ready to
pray.

Every day the hours just dragged by, but I stayed
with 1t. I memorized every discoloration on the carpet
and the wall. I got to know that prayer closet so well
that even today, I could still take a pencil and paper
and draw it in minute detail. I felt like I was in prison.

From my closet, I could smell burning wood as the
saws split the tall trees. I could picture my friends dip-
ping into lunch pails full to the brim and sipping
steaming cups of coffee.

One day I was having a particularly difficult time of
1it. Why had I quit my job to do this? What did this sup-
posedly supernatural language accomplish anyway?

My spirit man rose up and spoke the Word to my
wavering emotions: “God is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). Then through my
mind flashed a continuous series of pictures of my
seemingly endless failures. I found myself choking on
the emotions that those memories brought up. “Oh
God,” I cried, “let that word be true!” Gradually peace
began to calm my troubled mind.

God had not told me to quit my job and pray in the
Spirit for eight hours every day. It was a decision I had
made from a place of desperation. I wanted more of
God but wasn’t sure how to find it.

From reading the Word, I had learned that my
prayer language was given for my edification and that
I could pray out mysteries, but I didn’t have a grasp of
what those truths really meant. Still, I was determined
that if it was possible for me to edify myself by praying
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In tongues until my mind was able to receive divine
mysteries, that was what I was going to do.

A Welcome Break

So I kept on praying, hour after slow hour, day after
long day. About two months dragged by. Then a woman
whom I had met at a Charismatic Bible study heard
about what I was doing. She came over to the church
one day and knocked on my closet door.

“Brother Roberson,” she called, “I hear you've been
praying all these hours and days.”

“Yes, Ma’am.”

“I want to know,” she said, “can you tell any differ-
ence?”

“Do you mean a difference in my walk with God or
what?” I asked.

“No, I just want to know, can you tell any differ-
ence?’

“As a matter of fact, I can,” I answered.
“Would you mind sharing it?”

“Not at all,” I said. “My tongue is tired, my throat is
dry, and my chin is weary.”

She nervously replied, “Excuse me, I have to go.”
And that was the end of that conversation!

Another month dragged by. I had been locked up in
that closet praying for three months. Then the same
woman came back and knocked on the closet door.
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“Brother Roberson,” she said, “you know the church
I go to.”

“Yes, Ma’am, I do,” I replied.

“You know they don’t believe in speaking in
tongues.”

“Yes, I know that.”

“Well, my church is holding a laywitness meeting
this weekend where laypeople from several states
gather together to tell the good things God has done for
them. Would you like to come?”

I thought, You better believe I'd like to come! I would
use any excuse to get out of this closet! I told the woman,
“I'll meet you there!”

So I ran home, changed my clothes, and hurried to
the house where the people were holding a morning
Bible study. I arrived late for the meeting, so I didn’t
know that the elderly woman who was sitting next to
me had walked in using a crutch, which someone had
then put in a nearby corner. I had no idea the woman
was lame in her leg.

I sat there, waiting for the speaker to begin his mes-
sage. | was so excited. I had been locked up in a prayer
closet for three months. Now I was not only with other
people, but I was going to hear a real live message
taught by a real live person! I could hardly wait.

Finally the man stood up to speak, holding a huge
stack of notes. (If his notes had been a scroll, it could
have been rolled out to the back of the house!) He hadn’t
spoken very long before he had put a new meaning on
not being filled with the Holy Ghost!
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With elaborate language and a stiff, monotone
voice, the man lectured about “Jesus, the great
Celestial Go-Between,” “the troubled waters of
mankind,” and “the Omnipotent G-a-w-d.” I sat there
in my chair, thinking, What did I get myself into? This
is terrible! I'd rather be back in my prayer closet!

God Shows Up Unexpectedly

My mind floated in and out of the meeting. I didn’t
know what to do with myself. For excitement, I started
to shake my coffee cup so I could watch the coffee rings
ripple to the edge of the cup.

Out of sheer boredom, I looked over at this elderly
lady next to me. I had no idea anything was going to
happen. I felt no anointing. I felt nothing! But when I
looked at this woman, suddenly I saw suspended
between me and her what looked like an X-ray of some-
one’s hip socket. The socket had a dark substance all
around the ball joint, extending three to four inches
down the leg.

I almost dropped my cup in astonishment! I blinked,
but the X-ray picture remained before my eyes. I looked
around to see if anyone else could see what I was see-
ing. Apparently, no one could.

As I sat there looking at this X-ray, I started pray-
ing, Oh, God, oh, God — what is this? Do you want me
to pray for this woman? What in the world do you want
me to do? God remained absolutely silent.

(Later when I was sharing this testimony during a
service, the Lord spoke to my spirit, saying, “Son, do
you want to know why I didn’t speak to you that time —
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why I let you go on and disturb the service? Because if
I wasn’t listening to that man teach, why should I
make you listen?” That was a revelation in itself?)

So I leaned over to this elderly lady and said,
“Ma’am, you have trouble with your hip!” She turned
and studied me for a long moment.

All of a sudden the word “arthritis” just jumped out
of my spirit. I blurted out, “It’s arthritis in your right
hip!”

She studied me for another long moment and then
said, “That’s what the doctor tells me, young man.”

I exclaimed, “Glory to God!”
“Well, I beg your pardon!” she said.

“Oh, I mean, God wants to heal you, Ma’am. May I
pray for you?”

The elderly woman just kept studying me. Now,
remember, this church didn’t believe in speaking with
other tongues. So to the woman, my request meant
that at some time in the course of my day, I would bow
my head and remember her in prayer.

But that’s not what prayer meant to me. I was a
bench-jumping, chair-leaping, loud-shouting Pentecostal!
I believed the louder I shouted, the more power I gen-
erated!

Finally the elderly lady answered, “Yes, you may
pray for me.”

As soon as she said that, I leapt out of my chair,
knelt down in front of her, grabbed both of her ankles,
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and pulled them out toward me. (Meanwhile, that golden-
tongued orator was still “orating”!) Then I looked down
at her feet and thought, Oh, oh! One leg was six inches
shorter than the other one!

Oh, no, this is horrible! I thought. I've never seen the
kind of miracle this woman needs! I was too scared to
watch, so I closed my eyes, shouted, “In the Name of
Jesus...!” and started praying the strongest, hardest,
most ultra-Holiness type of prayer I could think of.

Witnesses to the scene told me later that at the very
first mention of that mighty Name, the woman’s shorter
leg cracked and popped; then it suddenly grew out
until it was even with the other leg!

The woman had been instantly, totally healed —
but I didn’t know that! I still had my eyes closed, and I
was still praying my strongest prayer. And in my zeal,
I almost wrestled that lady off her chair and onto the
floor before the others could get me to let go of her
ankles!

But God didn’t need my help. He popped that leg
out without me even realizing it! When I finally opened
my eyes and saw the miracle, I was as shocked as
everyone else!

About the time I started to pray for the woman, the
man who was speaking grabbed his associate and whis-
pered to him, “Go get that guy and break it up!” (I really
don’t blame him; I was destroying his service with my
loud praying!)

The associate started toward all the commotion
and, according to those who witnessed the scene,
reached us just in time to see the miracle. He was just
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about to grab me when he saw the woman’s short leg
suddenly grow out six inches.

So instead of breaking up the disturbance, this man
was struck dumb with amazement. He had never seen
a miracle before. He didn’t even speak in tongues!
When it came to the supernatural, this man didn’t
believe in hardly anything. So when he saw the mira-
cle, he was speechless. Talk about God’s timing!

Then the golden-tongued orator ended his message
with the question, “What is the most outstanding
sequence of events that could possibly be attributed to
the God-factor in your life?” While everyone else was
wondering what that meant, the associate answered
the man’s question by pointing to the healed elderly
woman and sputtering, “Over here!” The healing of this
elderly woman was certainly the most outstanding
sequence of events he had ever seen!

After the service, the speaker came over to the little
elderly lady and tried to tell her, “Ma’am, God doesn’t
perform miracles in this day and age.”

But the elderly woman replied, “You want to bet,
Sonny? You want to bet?” Then she grabbed her crutch
and started walking around the room. She swung that
crutch back and forth, using it to hold people off while
she showed them how well her healed hip was working.

After the house meeting, the congregation all
attended a special banquet at the church. For some
reason, they didn’t invite me. (I wonder why!) But God
didn’t need me to be invited for His purposes to be ful-
filled — the elderly lady went!
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Before the people in charge could do anything, that
little lady jumped up and gave her testimony at the
banquet. After she finished, she shouted, “And what
God did for me, He’ll do for you!” The place went crazy
with excitement.

Later, a woman attending the banquet sought out
the elderly lady. This woman had been in a car acci-
dent and was now unable to bend over. “Do you think
God would heal me?” she asked.

The elderly lady replied, “I think He would. Let’s
call that man who prayed for me.”

By that time, I had gone home, changed clothes,
and was busy working in the yard. The phone rang; it
was the elderly lady who had just received a miracle.
She explained the other woman’s condition and asked
if they could come over so I could pray for the woman.

I was about to say, “You can bring her and anyone
else you can get your hands on!” (I was still lost in the
Holy Ghost.) But then the Holy Spirit spoke to my spirit
very loudly: “Go to the main auditorium of the church.”
So I told the woman, “I'll meet you and your friend at
the church.”

It became very quiet on the other end of the line.
After a while, I heard the two women whispering to
each other. Then the elderly lady said to me, “Okay,
we’ll meet you out in front of the church.”

When I arrived at the church, the two women met
me and tried to take me to a room in the church base-
ment, away from everyone else. But I kept saying what
the Holy Ghost was saying to my spirit: “The main
auditorium. We have to go to the main auditorium.”
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Finally, the ladies gave up and took me to the main
auditorium, where people were still standing around in
little circles, fellowshiping together.

I stood there, looking at the people. I didn’t know
what to do. I was only there because I was obeying the
Holy Ghost. Then the associate who had witnessed the
miracle said, “Uh, I think this man wants to say some-
thing.”

I thought, I do? I had never preached before, and I
was afraid. Everyone courteously looked at me.
Timidly, I began to give the elderly woman’s testimony.
Suddenly the Holy Ghost fell on me, and I was caught
up in the awesome, powerful Presence of God. The gift
of faith came on me (although at the time, I didn’t
understand that), and I heard myself saying things
that were so good, I knew it couldn’t be me preaching;
I wasn’t that smart. I wanted to step out of my body
and take notes!

Then while the gift of faith was still in operation, I
looked over at one young man. As I walked over to him,
suddenly his shoulder section became transparent like
an X-ray, and in the Spirit I saw the shoulder joint and
the problem with it. The young man could only lift his
arm a little ways.

I said to the young man, “Your shoulder is going to
be healed!” The closer I got to him, the more horrified
he looked. His eyes got big, and he leaned as far away
from me as he could. But it didn’t do him any good — I
ran over to him and grabbed him by the wrist. Then I
said, “In the Name of Jesus!” and jerked his arm
straight up in the air.
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The young man screamed as his arm went up —

then he looked at me in amazement and said, “Why, it
didn’t hurt!”

“You bet it didn’t hurt!” I replied. You see, the gift
of faith was on me. I had the mind of God. I was acting
with the faith of God, who had totally dislodged that
frozen shoulder.

Later that night when the gift of faith wasn’t in
operation anymore, I lay in bed, thinking, Roberson,
you're so stupid! What if you had broken that man’s
arm? I didn’t know then that when the gift of faith is in
operation, a person thinks like God thinks, and he may
do things that just don’t make sense in the natural.

Then the woman who couldn’t bend her back ran
over to me. That same supernatural faith was still on
me. I put my hand on the back of her neck and bent her
down until she touched her toes. She was instantly
healed by the power of God.

The miracles continued. Finally the elders came
from every quarter of the church and said, “We're
breaking this up! This man is turning this into a holy-
rolling, swinging-from-the-chandelier meeting. We're
not going to have this!”

But before they could do much of anything, I yelled
out, “Does anybody want what I've got?” Immediately
all the youth came running over to me, and I began to
pray for them. They all started getting filled with the
Holy Ghost, speaking in tongues and falling down
under the power of God. The adults didn’t know what
was going on! They went around taking the young peo-
ple’s pulses, asking them, “Are you okay?” (Most of
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those young people are still serving God today; some
have graduated from Bible school.)

People were speaking in tongues all over the audi-
torium, and the elders were in a frenzy. While they
tried to get the situation back under control, I slipped
out a side door. I was so lost in the Spirit, I hardly
knew where I was. I could hardly walk. I staggered
down the sidewalk a little ways until I found an iron
post that supported the church. I leaned against the
post and cried like a baby.

God had just used me! Because of my background,
my mind could not fathom the fact that the God of the
universe — the One whom all the ultra-Holiness peo-
ple had told me dealt out so much punishment —
would occupy the same room with me and perform a
miracle through me. I can’t explain what that felt like.
You see, I knew my shortcomings; I knew the real me.
To think that God was working with me and through
me to establish His Kingdom here on earth was almost
more than I could fathom.

Why would He use one such as me? All of my born-
again, Holy Ghost-filled years, I had known that I had
God’s call on my life. And I had always been so hungry
to know Him after His power. But no one could tell me
how to walk into the power of God on purpose — no
one! They could only give me vague generalities that
didn’t satisfy that deep hunger.

Uncovering a Spiritual Law —
By Accident!

Then, as I leaned against that post, all of a sudden
prophecy began to flow, and I received the revelation
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knowledge my heart had been seeking all along. I didn’t
know enough to speak out loud what I heard in my
spirit.

The Holy Spirit said to me, “Son, this anointing did-
n’t suddenly come upon you because it was predestined
for this meeting from the foundations of the world. It
didn’t come on you in respect to your evangelistic call.
I wish all My evangelists walked in My power.

“This anointing didn’t come on you because of your
calling, your creed, your color, or your nation. It came
upon you because you have uncovered a spiritual law:
praying in other tongues for your personal edification.
That law carries with it an ironclad guarantee to build
you up on your most holy faith in your spirit — that
part of you from which faith comes.

“You have found something you can do on purpose
to edify yourself — as much as you want to, as long as
you want to, whenever you want to. Through praying
in the Holy Ghost, you can build yourself up above a
walk where your physical senses hold you in check-
mate and convince you that God’s Word isn’t so, to a
walk that is vibrant, Spirit-charged, and free in the
Holy Ghost.”

After being so hungry for God’s power for so long, I
had accidentally uncovered one of the most important
keys to growing in devil-stomping, mountain-moving
faith — praying in tongues for personal edification.
And do you think that after finding such a major key to
unlock divine mysteries, anyone could keep me out of
my prayer closet? Not a chance! I had a divine plan for
my life to discover!
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There is an operation of the Spirit
you know very little about.
But as you continue to grow and to walk
in My Spirit,
I will show you things that the Early Church
walked in.
I will show you things that sparked
such an operation of My Spirit
that many came from the cities round about,
and My power was in manifestation and
so evident that they were healed,
every single one.
I will show you the Holy of Holies
where ministries are born.
I will show you the elements
that are being left out now —

elements that men once saw clearly,
and they pressed in until they had the fullness
of the Spirit.

I will show you the things men hunger for

that can only be quenched by a relationship
with your Lord.
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Chapter 3
L aa
Spiritual Gifts
And Operations

The stairs seemed endless as up and up Rosalie and
I climbed. Hurry! I kept telling myself, The seats may
be all gone.

We finally arrived at the top tier. Just a little far-
ther and we could sit down. As I looked for two seats, a
flood of people suddenly seemed to gush down each
aisle, quickly filling every empty seat in sight. Rosalie
and I kept climbing up to the top row, but every seat
had already been taken.

At this time, I was still working in the sawmill. The
week before, Rosalie and I had heard that the famous
evangelist, Kathryn Kuhlman, was coming to our
state. We decided it was too great an opportunity to
miss. So on the day of the meeting, we drove all the
way to Portland from our home in Gilchrist, Oregon
(the town we moved to after living in LaPine). But now
we couldn’t even find two seats! After momentary dis-
couragement, we staked our claim on the two top steps
and sat on cold concrete for the next three and a half
hours.

‘This Is What I Have for You’

The service was more than our hungry eyes and
ears could have ever hoped for. I was amazed at the
number of miracles and incontestable healings that
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took place before our eyes. Then Miss Kuhlman gave a
passionate plea for people to give their lives to Jesus,
and I watched in amazement as a great host of people
responded to the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

As I sat there in absolute awe, suddenly I heard
someone call my name. I turned and asked Rosalie if

she had said something. She shook her head; she hadn’t
said a word.

Turning again to the stage, I continued to watch
everything — the musicians, Miss Kuhlman, the peo-
ple responding to the altar call — with rapt attention.

“David.” There was that voice again! Who was talk-
ing at a time like this? Impatiently, I jerked around
and glared at a man sitting behind me. He returned my
gaze absent-mindedly. His mind was on the meeting,
not me.

So I turned again to watch the many people accept-
ing Jesus as Savior up front. Oh, it was exciting! I was
filled with wonder. What did you have to do or give up
to come to the place in God that Miss Kuhlman had
attained, where people so readily respond to the call of
the Holy Spirit through you?

“David.” My adrenaline was pumping at such a high
level from all I was seeing and hearing that I wheeled
around and bluntly asked that same man sitting
behind me, “What do you want?” The man just stared
blankly for a moment. Then with as much interest as
he’d give a pebble on a beach, he answered blandly, “I
didn’t say anything to you.”

Then who did? 1 wondered, exasperated. I turned
around to face the stage again. Then I heard the voice
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one more time — only this time it said, “This 1s what I
have for you.” My mind raced as I gazed at the panorama
of miracles before me. Could it be? This was beyond
belief. This was an anointing and a spiritual gift in
action, the likes of which I had never seen in my life.

Surely the voice I had heard wasn’t God! Surely it
was the devil trying to deceive me. But I wouldn’t allow
myself to be deceived!

As Rosalie and I drove back to Gilchrist, the memory
of the voice rolled over and over in my mind. Then tor-
menting thoughts of doubt jabbed at my jagged emo-
tions. It was only my mind conjuring up the voice. That
was it — vain imaginations! Oh, how I cast down those
“imaginations” as I drove home late that night.

Yet somehow deep inside, I knew it really was God.
I had heard His voice audibly with my own ears, and
His words had struck a chord in my heart.

Oh, God, 1 prayed, do you really have a gift for some-
one like me? How does a spiritual gift happen? Can I do
anything to cause it to come to pass?

The Lord heard the cry of my heart. Later, I would
receive the first of many answers to those questions as
I leaned against that iron post after “disturbing” the
laywitness meeting. There the Lord revealed to me
that I had uncovered a spiritual law regarding tongues
for personal edification.

I immediately began to take advantage of what I
learned that day. And as I continued to pray in the
Spirit and study the Word, more revelation came. But
the more I learned, the more I came to realize that
speaking in other tongues was not only a spiritual law
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uncovered; it was also a spiritual foundation upon
which everything else regarding spiritual gifts and
their operation rested.

Understanding Spiritual Gifts

Let’s look at the role that praying in other tongues
plays in God’s government. To do that, we’ll have to go
to First Corinthians chapter 12, where Paul outlines
the operation of the Holy Spirit in the gifts, offices, and
callings of the entire Body of Christ. He begins by say-
Ing in verse 1:

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
would not have you ignorant.

Now, I do know this about the Holy Spirit: He would
not inspire Paul to make a statement like that and
then leave us ignorant! In the discussion following that
statement, Paul by the Holy Ghost supplies all the
information necessary to eradicate any spiritual igno-
rance, misconceptions, or religious error we may have
concerning the operation of spiritual gifts.

Personally, if there is one subject I don’t want to be
ignorant about, it is the operation of the gifts of the
Spirit. But, to be frank with you, this is one of the areas
in which this generation of believers is most lacking.
We who are Full Gospel faith people often pride our-
selves in knowing a great deal about the gifts of the
Spirit. It’s too bad we haven’t prided ourselves more in
knowing how to operate in those nine gifts!

Satan, the great deceiver, has successfully spread
confusion and division regarding this passage of
Scripture in First Corinthians 12 — so much so that
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entire denominations have split over different inter-
pretations of the operation of spiritual gifts and the
offices they empower. So it would profit us to make a
careful examination of what Paul i1s teaching the
Corinthian church in these verses.

In First Corinthians 12:4-6, Paul says this:

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit,

And there are differences of administra-
tions, but the same Lord.

And there are diversities of operation, but it
is the same God which worketh all in all.

What is Paul saying? Well, we know that the “gifts”
he is talking about in verse 4 are the nine gifts of the
Spirit listed in First Corinthians 12:8-10: 1) the word of
wisdom; 2) the word of knowledge; 3) the gift of faith;
4) gifts of healings; 5) working of miracles; 6) prophecy;
7) discerning of spirits; 8) divers (or different super-
natural manifestations of tongues; and 9) interpreta-
tion of tongues.

But what does verse 5 mean when it says, And
there are differences of administrations, but the
same Lord? To understand what Paul is talking about
in this verse, we have to go to Ephesians 4:8 and 11,
where 1t says this:

Wherefore he saith, When he [Jesus] ascended
up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave
gifts unto men....

And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers.
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In other words, there are different administrations
or offices in the Body of Christ, such as apostle,
prophet, teacher, pastor, and evangelist. But it is the
same Lord Jesus Christ who ascended on high and
gave those gifts or offices to men.

Then in First Corinthians 12:6, it says, And there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh all in all. So Paul is simply say-
ing this: It is the Holy Spirit who determines how the
nine gifts of the Spirit and the ministry offices operate.
It is Jesus Christ who sets each person into his or her
respective office or calling. And it is God the Father
who supplied the original plan.

The Gifts Empower and Qualify the Offices

The verses we just read in Ephesians 4 list the
“fivefold ministry gifts” that we hear so much about.
The nine gifts of the Spirit empower and qualify these
five offices. You see, God meant for every person called
to one of these ministry offices to preach the Word with
signs following (Mark 16:20). God never intended for
the preaching of His Word to seem powerless.

The spiritual gifts empower the ministry offices
much the same way a power plant supplies power to
the various appliances in a home. Each appliance is
designed to perform a different function, yet each is
hooked up to the same power plant.

In a similar way, one “wire” runs to the apostle,
another to the prophet, and still another to the pastor,
but each ministry office is hooked up to the Holy Ghost.
When God’s power is switched on, then just as surely
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as a toaster acts one way and a blender acts another,
the Holy Spirit anoints different offices with particular
blends of the nine gifts of the Spirit.

These blends of spiritual gifts working in the five-
fold ministry are what qualifies a person to stand in a
ministry office and determines which office it will be.

The Eight Operations of God

But the government of God extends itself much fur-
ther than just the operation of the gifts of the Spirit
and the fivefold ministry offices. These nine gifts and
five offices are actually all encompassed in eight com-
plete operations of God, which are outlined in First
Corinthians 12:28. These operations make up the
structure of God’s government and include everyone in
the Body of Christ.

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members
in particular.

And God hath set some in the church, first
APOSTLES, secondarily PROPHETS, thirdly
TEACHERS, after that MIRACLES, then GIFTS
OF HEALINGS, HELPS, GOVERNMENTS,
DIVERSITIES OF TONGUES.

— 1 Corinthians 12:27,28

The eight operations mentioned in verse 28 are in
divine order. In this listing, the government of God
begins with the office of the mighty apostle, the first
operation, followed by the prophet and the teacher.

The evangelists and pastors mentioned in Ephesians
4:11 are then replaced in First Corinthians 12 with
miracles and gifts of healings. These gifts of the Spirit
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are the primary ones that empower and qualify the
evangelistic and pastoral offices. (The entry level into
the fivefold ministry gifts is also at the level of working
of miracles and gifts of healings because all five min-
1stry offices — apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and
teacher — should be equipped with these two gifts of
the Spirit.)

Next is the operation of helps, which handles the
physical and material aspects of the ministry. One very
important helps calling is what I call the “entrepre-
neurship of the simplicity of giving.” A person called to
fulfill this operation is someone of means who has the
capacity in his character and his calling to be used by
God to pour thousands, if not millions, into the
Kingdom of God for the governments of the Church.

Helps 1s followed by governments or administra-
tions, which includes the organizational skills and gifts
needed in the Church. For instance, a person called to
this operation may be able not only to organize a mas-
sive prayer meeting of ten thousand people, but to
make sure that the little believer on the outer perime-
ter of the crowd has everything he needs to grow in his
spiritual walk.

Both helps and governments support those who
minister the Word of God by doing many of the natural
things that ministers don’t have time to do, such as
running businesses, etc. Undergirding everything else
1s the final and foundational operation, the diversities
of tongues.

So in these eight operations of God, we find not only
that the fivefold ministries are all included, but that
the nine gifts of the Spirit are also poured out into all
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the operations, from the apostle all the way to the
eighth operation of diversities of tongues.

Where Do You Fit In?

No matter what God has called you to do in life,
your calling or “job description” can be found enveloped
within one or more of these eight operations of God.
And if you are born again, you are called to fill that
operation by the power of the Holy Spirit.

“Do you know which operation I'm called to fill,
Brother Roberson?” you may ask. No, I don’t know. The
measure of faith has been placed on the inside of you in
seed form (Rom. 12:3). Your calling is hidden in that
seed for you, not for me, to discover.

Ephesians 4:7 says, But unto every one of us is
given grace according to the measure of the gift
of Christ. A measure is part of a whole. The “whole”
that Paul is talking about here is the Body of Christ. It
1s a Body with many members in particular, each with
an individual calling. Just as a person’s physical body
has many members with different functions, such as
hands, eyes, ears, a nose, and a mouth, Paul says that
the Body of Christ also includes different operations
that together make up the whole.

What are you separated unto? What 1s your grace,
your measure, your part in the whole operation of the
Body of Christ? Whatever it is, God gives you grace for
it. That’s why Paul said this:
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For I say, THROUGH THE GRACE GIVEN
UNTO ME, to every man that is among you, not
to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

— Romans 12:3

In essence Paul was saying, “I'm going to speak to
you according to the separation of God to my apostolic
office. I didn’t merit it. I didn’t deserve it. God not only
gave me the grace for my office — He gave me the faith
to fulfill it. Therefore, don’t think that you're some kind
of special vehicle for God just because you're called to a
certain office.”

Some ministers have the attitude, “I'm a mighty
apostle. Get me a Rolls Royce or the Rams football
team to exalt me, you poor, beat-up sheep. I'm a special
calling and gift that is given to you, so you better treat
me right.” It’s that type of attitude that Paul warned
about when he said, “Think of yourself soberly, realiz-
ing that God is the One who has dealt to every man the
measure of faith for his calling and his office. In fact,
God not only gave you the grace to receive your calling,
He also gave you the grace to fulfill it.”

Certain Gifts Qualify Each Operation

Remember, the nine gifts of the Spirit not only sup-
ply the power, but they qualify these eight operations.
Someone may say, “I'm an apostle.” But unless a cer-
tain blend of the nine gifts of the Spirit is working in
his calling, he is not an apostle.
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Or a person may say, “Well, 'm a prophet.” But
unless he i1s qualified by the particular blend of the
nine spiritual gifts that qualifies and empowers the
prophetic office, that person is not a prophet.

In fact, there seems to be a move abroad in the Body
of Christ in which many people think they are
prophets, but in truth they are not. Others think they
are apostles but are not.

These “self-acclaimed” people often attempt to oper-
ate in certain gifts of the Spirit to prove their office.
But because they haven’t been qualified by the Holy
Ghost for that office, they mostly operate out of their
own fleshly nature. This is something I've found to be
true while traveling a long road of observation and
experience during more than twenty-five years of min-
istry.

So we see that you can only qualify for a particular
operation if certain gifts are working in your calling.
But what about the eighth operation, diversities of
tongues? Well, it stands to reason that you can only
qualify and fulfill this eighth operation if you are bap-
tized in the Holy Ghost and speak with other tongues!

Diversities of Tongues:
The Foundational Operation

Now that we've looked in a general sense at the
eight operations of God in First Corinthians 12:28, let’s
focus on this eighth and final operation, the diversities
of tongues.

I believe diversities of tongues is listed last in this
scripture because it is the foundational operation. In
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the construction of a building, a foundation is the slab
built to support the building from underneath. If the
foundation is weak, the structure won’t stand the test
of time nor weather the storms that beat against it. In
the same way, diversities of tongues is the operation
that the other seven rest upon.

Why do I say that? Well, think about this very care-
fully: Where is the dividing line between Christians
who believe in the power of God and the gifts of the
Spirit and those who do not? I can tell you exactly
where 1t 1s. The dividing line between those who enjoy
the power of God and those who don’t is in the eighth
operation of God, the diversities of tongues.

Have you ever noticed that people who don’t speak
with other tongues usually don’t operate in the other
gifts of the Spirit either? On the other hand, people
who do speak with tongues are more apt to operate in
spiritual gifts. The more you study the matter, the
more obvious it becomes: Speaking with other tongues
is the dividing line. In fact, within many churches that
don’t recognize tongues as a manifestation for this day
and age, even the preaching of salvation has been lost.

Not only is diversities of tongues the dividing line,
but it is actually the entry level to the operation of the
spiritual gifts that empower the various offices and
callings in the Body of Christ. It is the switch we are
looking for that pulls the operation we are called to out

of the natural realm into the supernatural power of
God.

Why is that? Because speaking with other tongues
1s designed to equip us from the inside out. It affects
the part of us from which all permanent change comes —
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the human spirit. So if a person refuses this eighth
operation, he won’t have the spiritual empowerment to
fulfill any of the other seven operations of God — at
least not to the depth God desires for him.

For example, someone may be called to one of the
ministry offices; he may even be a good intellectual
communicator or lecturer about the Word of God. But
it is through the diversities of tongues that the power
of the Holy Spirit activates the operation he has been
called to fulfill. And if he refuses to receive God’s gift of
speaking in other tongues, he is not allowing himself to
become spiritually qualified for his office.

You see, as you pray in tongues, God will build an
operation on the inside of you to qualify you for what
He has called you to do. As He does, gifts will begin to
operate through you that equip you for your particular
call.

For example, if I pray in the Holy Ghost a lot, God
isn’t going to train me to be more skillful in carpentry
or to perform brain surgery on someone. Those profes-
sions are not my calling. He is going to equip me with
the graces and gifts of the Spirit that I need to fulfill
my call, which is to preach the Gospel.

That’s why the devil is so afraid of this eighth oper-
ation. Throughout history, it is the operation he has
always tried hardest to discredit and remove from the
Church.

The enemy doesn’t want you to pray in tongues. In
fact, the less you find out about this foundational oper-
ation, the better he likes it. He doesn’t care if you play
at being an apostle, prophet, evangelist, or pastor — as
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long as you never qualify for these offices through the
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

He even rather enjoys deceiving men into building
massive organizations of their own making, separate
from the calling of God. Men put themselves in charge
of these organizations so they can hand down doctrinal
rulings as to what is and is not God. With self-deceived
pride, they proclaim great, swelling mandates, such as
“Tongues are not for today” or “Healing is not for every-
one.”

The devil is a tactical genius. If he can’t remove
tongues from some part of the Church, then he goes to
step two of his plan: He tries to cause believers to enter
into such fanaticism about tongues and hold such
unruly, out-of-order services that the sinner doesn’t
want much to do with them. Satan’s strategy is to con-
fuse the use of tongues so greatly that the operation
loses its effectiveness and credibility in the eyes of
those who have been deceived by its misuse.

Think about it. What is it about tongues that scares
the devil so badly? Why has he worked so hard to sur-
round this gift with so much confusion? Paul himself
dedicated an entire chapter, First Corinthians 14, to
straightening out the error and confusion within the
Early Church concerning this gift. No other gift or
operation has an entire chapter dedicated to explaining
its proper use.

I can tell you why the devil is so afraid: If anything
1s ever going to build within us an understanding of
spiritual matters and to quench our hunger to know
Jesus 1n an intimate relationship, it is this foundational
operation of diversities of tongues. And as we have
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seen, this operation is the supernatural means God has
provided for us to become spiritually qualified for any
of the other operations that make up His government.
Therefore, Satan i1s very, very fearful of a people who
will relentlessly pursue God through praying in
tongues.

Divine Help To Find Your Place

Earlier I asked you the question, “Where do you fit
in?” Where do you fit in the plan of redemption laid out
before the foundation of the world, hidden in a mystery
in the heart of God? Are you called to be an apostle,
prophet, teacher, evangelist, or pastor? Are you called
to administer or to make millions to finance the Gospel?

As I said before, every believer, including you, fits
somewhere in the eight operations of God found in
First Corinthians 12:28. But how will you know where
you fit in? How will you keep from being deceived by
the enemy into trying to fill a place in the Body you are
not called to or are not yet prepared for?

That’s one of the reasons God gave us the founda-
tional eighth operation, diversities of tongues — to
help us discover His perfect plan for our lives. Through
the supernatural prayer language given to us and
prayed through us by the Holy Spirit, God imparts to
our spirits the mysteries hidden in Him throughout all
the ages — Christ in us, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27).
Thank God for divine assistance in finding our place in
His great plan!
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When I call you and separate you
through ordination
to an operation that I place you in,
My power will qualify you to fulfill that office
from within.
For I have made all things possible to him who
believeth.
Therefore, approach not My Presence
in your own understanding
or in the ideals, creeds, and doctrines
as men would put them forth.
For I place within you an anointing
that cannot lie.

That anointing is truth and will teach you

all things.
Yield yourself to My Spirit for the purposes
of edification,
and I will lift you up.
I will build you into every operation
that I have separated you unto,
and I will qualify you by My power.
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Chapter 4

S e

Diversities of Tongues
In God’s Government

We've seen that the diversities of tongues is an
entire operation of God placed into God’s government
to serve a crucial purpose. To deny it is to deny the per-
fecting of the Body of Christ.

So let’s find out more about the role of diversities of
tongues in God’s government and the reason God
would designate an entire operation to it. I want you to
understand what He has made available to us through
this awesome gift of speaking with tongues — a gift
that Satan has deceived many into believing is either
obsolete or insignificant.

The Unique Nature
Of Diversities of Tongues

There i1s only one operation we can fulfill immedi-
ately after we are born again: the eighth operation of
diversities of tongues. The moment we receive Jesus as
Savior, we can also receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and begin to speak with other tongues, which
begins our spiritual qualification for any and all of the
other operations to which we may be called.

A person cannot become a mighty apostle or
prophet five minutes after he is born again even if that
is what he is called to be. He first must become quali-
fied, trained, prepared, and seasoned by the Holy
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Spirit before God will separate him to the office he is
called to.

That’s true with any of the first seven operations
listed in First Corinthians 12:28. Not everyone is qual-
ified to teach God’s Word. You can tell that by the peo-
ple who nod off to sleep while some ministers teach! A
person can’t immediately enter into a full-blown min-
istry operating in the working of miracles or gifts of
healings either.

In every one of the first seven operations, including
helps and governments, a person must first be found
faithful and receive the equipping of the Holy Ghost
before he can fulfill the operation to which he is called.

On the other hand, a person can move into the
eighth operation instantaneously with his rebirth.

Suppose the person responds to an altar call and
says, “I receive Jesus as Savior.” Then someone steps
up and says to him, “You just received God’s nature.
Now you need to be filled with the Holy Ghost.”

He asks, “What are you talking about?” He learns
that because his spirit just became the receptor of a
new nature, he is now able to receive the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. “Yes, I'd like to be filled with the Holy
Ghost,” he says.

“Then receive the Holy Spirit, the promise of the
Father.”

All of a sudden, the person’s chin starts shaking.
“Speak it out,” he 1s instructed. His mouth starts form-
ing words, and soon he is speaking in tongues. He

66



Diversities of Tongues in God’s Government

dances around for days, speaking in his new language
with great joy.

Why did God design it that way? Why are tongues
available to us instantaneously with our rebirth?
Because praying in tongues has everything to do with
our becoming prepared and qualified for our particular
calling. And as we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit is
able to build into our heart the understanding of God’s
will for our personal lives.

Sometimes people get the baptism of the Holy
Ghost mixed up with the new birth. However, there is
a great difference between being born again and receiv-
ing the indwelling fullness of the Holy Spirit’s
Presence.

The Holy Spirit is a Person just as each of us is a
person. When we were born again, we received Him in
the creative process that caused us to become new cre-
ations. But we didn’t receive Him in His fullness until
we were baptized in the Holy Ghost. Now He lives
inside us, partnering with us in prayer, empowering
our lives, and bringing revelation of the Word as we
walk in obedience to God.

It is God’s will that the moment we are born again,
we lift our hands in submission and praise to receive
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. That’s the very best way
to be filled with the Holy Spirit. But the devil has man-
aged to separate the new birth from the baptism of the
Holy Spirit through divisions of doctrines so that now,
as a rule, the two experiences don’t occur together.
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The Miracle of Tongues
In the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Actually, the devil does whatever he can to prevent
people from ever receiving the baptism of the Holy
Ghost with the evidence of speaking in tongues. For
example, many times I minister to people who have
been in a hundred other prayer lines seeking to be
filled with the Holy Spirit, but who have always left
disappointed. They respond when I make an altar call,
and, like so many ministers before me, I pray for them.
Their mouth moves, but they make no sounds.

So I encourage them by saying, “Why don’t you just
speak out what your lips are already mouthing?” The
majority of those who take my suggestion immediately
begin to speak in tongues.

Why is that? Because the moment the Person of the
Holy Spirit fills a believer, the first thing He does is to
start creating the supernatural language of tongues on
the inside of the believer’s spirit for his own personal
edification.

In my own experience, the first evidence that I was
baptized in the Holy Spirit was what Isaiah 28:11
called “stammering lips”: For with stammering lips
and another tongue will he speak to this people.

One night when I came to the altar to be filled with
the Holy Spirit, something came over me. All of a sud-
den, my chin, mouth, and tongue all started to move.
My mouth seemed to be out of control.

I thought, What’s the matter with my mouth? 1 didn’t
know that the moment I said, “Fill me with the Holy
Ghost,” the Holy Ghost had begun to create His super-
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natural words in my spirit. So the words came out in
stammering lips because I was afraid to say them out
loud. I was sure it would be just me speaking. I didn’t
realize that my mouth was actually shaping an entire
supernatural language of the Holy Spirit.

But later I was worshiping God at home, and the
Holy Ghost came upon me again. My mouth began to
move the same way it had that night at church.

However, by this time I had learned about Acts 2:4,
which says, And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and BEGAN TO SPEAK with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance. So this time,
instead of fighting off the urge to speak out those words,
I yielded to the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
tongues. And the longer I yielded, the more the Holy
Ghost’s “rivers of living water” poured out of me.

He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water.

(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.)

— John 7:38,39

It wasn’t long before I was speaking a full prayer
language by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Benefits of Praying in Tongues

Now, if God the Holy Spirit literally creates this
language in our spirit, what kind of prayer could it pos-
sibly be? What benefits could it possibly hold for us?

69



The Walk of the Spirit — The Walk of Power

We've already seen some of the benefits of praying
in other tongues, and we’ll discuss several of them in
depth later on. But I want to just mention a few of the
benefits right now.

For one thing, the Holy Spirit came into our spirit
to bring us revelation knowledge of the Cross and
everything that Jesus has become to us. Also, on the
day you and I spoke with tongues, a viable, powerful
working of God’s government came into operation within
our spirit, designed to give us and cause us to understand
what no man can give us through natural means — spir-
itual authority.

This spiritual power and authority is the means
God gives us to overcome torment, worry, fear, and the
hopelessness that can take over our lives when we
move from one overwhelming situation to another, con-
tinually losing ground. Praying in other tongues also
supplies the power to overcome character flaws —
those deep-seated character traits that keep cropping
up and robbing us of our stamina and initiative to over-
come in the face of the common testings and trials that

precede almost every major victory and promotion by
God.

Praying in tongues always affects us in a positive
way. God says that it edifies us (1 Cor. 14:4). In Jude 20,
He says that it builds us up on our most holy faith. As
we faithfully spend time praying in tongues, our lives
begin to be transformed. The Word of God begins to
come alive as we place our spirit, the “candle of the
Lord” (Prov. 20:27), in the hands of the expert
Illuminator.
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We need to understand the One to whom the Father
turned us over for our instruction — the One to whom
we can lend our spirit in prayer. Remember, it is the
third Person of the Trinity Himself, the Holy Spirit of
promise, who has filled us.

We should consider it our privilege and heart’s
desire to lock ourselves away with the Holy Spirit in
prayer. He has no problems or concerns of His own to
pray about; He is not the One who needs illumination.
Yet He is more than willing to pray through us for all
that concerns us. He is eager to teach us and to guide
us into all truth (John 16:13).

It doesn’t matter what kind of carnal state we are in
when we are first born again. It doesn’t matter if we've
been stealing money, lying, drinking whiskey, or stalk-
ing women down dark alleys. When we are baptized in
the Holy Spirit, that first simple little gift of speaking
In tongues goes into operation for one reason: to edify
or build us up. That’s why we are not to wait to pray in
tongues until we feel sufficiently spiritual.

“But, Brother Roberson, I live a carnal lifestyle.”
That can change. God wants to bring you from “there
to here” — from a life of carnality to a life of freedom
and victory. That’s why the Holy Spirit came, bringing
His supernatural language with Him. No matter how
spiritual or unspiritual you may feel, when you start
praying in the Holy Ghost, you have begun the edifica-
tion process.

He Gave Gifts to All Men

So let’s go back now to Ephesians 4 to take a closer
look at God’s design for the working of the Body of
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Christ. It will help us understand the role of diversities
of tongues in God’s government.

(He [Jesus] that descended is the same also
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he
might fill all things.)

And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers;

For the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.

— Ephesians 4:10-13

During the '80s, I sat under a lot of teaching on this
passage of Scripture. This is how I was taught: Jesus
ascended on high, and He gave the fivefold ministry
offices as a gift to the Church. For what purpose? For
the perfecting of the saints so that each and every
believer can do the work of the ministry, which then
brings edification to the Body of Christ.

Does this interpretation sound familiar? Well, T'll
tell you what this teaching did for us ministers: Almost
everywhere we went to minister, the congregations
treated us as if we were the President of the United
States!

I must admit that I didn’t mind riding the wave of
all that glory, especially in my more carnal early years.
I enjoyed the fire out of it! At camp meetings, we min-
isters would be introduced something like this: “Jesus
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ascended on high, led captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men. And now let’s welcome one of those gifts to
the Body of Christ — evangelist and teacher Dave
Roberson!”

Somewhere deep inside, a thought lurked that I
didn’t even articulate to myself: You poor little peas-
ants. I was singled out as a special gift to you for your
maturing so you could do the work of the ministry for
the edifying of the Body of Christ. But the whole reason
you're being edified and matured is the great gift that
resides down on the inside of me. I began to think I was
something special. (Thank God, since then He has
healed me of that unhealthy attitude!)

I could always tell which churches had received the
governmental teaching on “gifts to the Body of Christ,”
because I was always treated very respectfully in those
churches. For instance, I have had a Rolls Royce
assigned to me for my transportation and a man put on
duty in the room next to mine just in case I got a whim
at two o’clock in the morning for an ice cream cone! I
would be lying to you if I said I didn’t like that kind of
treatment.

But some of us ministers began to expect that kind
of special treatment as our God-given right. If every-
thing in the hotel room wasn’t just right, we wanted to
complain. “Where 1s my ‘super-duper’ fruit basket?
Where is the guy who is supposed to be in the next
room, just waiting to drive me to the meeting?” I can
remember feeling insulted if the host church didn’t
have a car parked in front immediately after the ser-
vice so I could go out and get in it!
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My wife was the first one to really recognize my
wrong attitude. We were ministering at a big camp
meeting in Omaha, Nebraska, with several big-name
ministers. I was the “low man on the totem pole,” so I
was given the afternoon services — the time when
most people want to eat and nap between meetings.
But I didn’t mind, even though most of the other guest
ministers never attended my meetings.

Then God began moving mightily in those afternoon
services. The man in charge came to me and said, “We
would like you to receive the offerings at every service.”
So from then on at every service, I would get up and
teach a little from the Word and then receive the offer-
ing. But the minister scheduled to preach never came
into the service until after the offering was taken. It
was starting to bother me.

One evening Rosalie and I were riding in the eleva-
tor, and someone attending the camp meeting spouted
out to me above the heads of the people, “Boy, the other
ministers ought to hear you teach!”

I replied sourly, “Yeah, if they hung around long
enough, they would.” My wife caught the prideful atti-
tude behind my response and took me to task about it
later.

But, you see, the teaching I was receiving on God’s
government wasn’t helping my attitude. Every time I
heard Ephesians 4 taught that way, my head would get
a little fatter as I became a little more convinced that I
was a special gift to the Body.

Thank God, if we keep praying in the Holy Ghost
and speaking mysteries to the Father, He will straighten
us out!
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God sent me for a long run on a short rope and
jerked the slack out of me regarding my wrong, pride-
ful attitude. He revealed to my spirit the role that the
other operations — including diversities of tongues —
play in His government. I was so shocked when I first
understood what He was saying. I said, “Oh, Lord, You
weren’t exalting us ministers at all!”

You see, it’s good to give honor where honor is due
and to show respect to a minister of the Gospel. But if
you think that his calling is more honored than yours,
think again. God is no respector of persons. You are
also a precious gift to the Body of Christ! Whatever
your calling or office, it is every bit as important as a
minister’s calling in God’s eyes. You should be treated
with just as much respect as any minister is shown.

So what is Paul saying in Ephesians 4:10-12? Well,
to understand that, you have to look back at First
Corinthians 12:27 and 28, where Paul says something
very similar. First he says, Now ye are the body of
Christ, and members in particular. Compare that
with Ephesians 4:7: But unto EVERY ONE OF US is
given grace according to the measure of the gift
of Christ.

So in context, Paul is referring to the entire Body of
Christ in First Corinthians 12:27. Then in verse 28,
Paul says, And God hath set some in the church....
He goes on to list all eight operations of God. Just as in
Ephesians 4:11, he begins with the fivefold ministry.
Then he goes on to list helps, governments, and diver-
sities of tongues.

You see, when Jesus ascended on high, He presented
His shed blood to the Father for the redemption of
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mankind, sat down at the right hand of the Father, and
said, “It is finished.” Then He began to fill all in all —
the entire Body of Christ — with His gifts.

Three Categories of Gifts
For Three Purposes

Now let’s look at the divine sequence found in First
Corinthians 12:28. We know that Jesus only ascended
on high once and gave gifts unto men. But for the sake
of teaching you how First Corinthians 12:28 ties in to
Ephesians 4:11, let’s just say that, hypothetically speak-
ing, Jesus ascended on high in three different phases —
one time for each of three categories of gifts.

The first time, Jesus grabbed a handful of fivefold
ministry gifts and threw them down into the Body of
Christ. A whole group of people stood up to receive the
gifts.

One said, “My gosh, I'm an apostle to the Body!”
Another said, “I am separated to the office of the
prophet.” Someone else said, “I'm called to be an evan-
gelist.” Others exclaimed, “The gift of teaching has
landed on me!” or “I'm called to be a pastor!” Those who
were called to these ministry offices stood up, recog-
nized their calling, and said, “We have received grace
for this.”

For what purpose did He give these ministry offices?
He gave them for the perfecting, or the maturing, of the
saints (Eph. 4:12). Those in the fivefold ministry are
supposed to supply the Body of Christ with the revela-
tion knowledge they receive from the Lord. They are
to minister the Word of God to bring the saints from
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spiritual milk to strong meat. In this way, the saints
can mature until their transformation is complete.

Then let’s say Jesus looked the Body over and said,
“The fivefold ministry offices are not enough for the
smooth operation of the Body of Christ. I must ascend
and grab another handful.”

So in this hypothetical illustration, He ascended on
high a second time. He grabbed another handful of
gifts and threw them down into the Body. This time
thousands upon thousands of people stood up and said,
“Why, I'm called to helps!” or “I've received the gift of
governments.” And to these, Jesus said, “Good for you!
I have given you your grace, and it is just as much a
gift to My Church as the apostle or prophet.”

And what do helps and governments do in the Body
of Christ? They fulfill the second purpose listed in
Ephesians 4:12: They do the work of the ministry.

But as Jesus looked the Body over one more time,
He said, “It isn’t enough. My people still have to learn
to operate out of My Spirit.” So He ascended one more
time to finish equipping the Body of Christ. This time
He grabbed the eighth operation of God — diversities
of tongues — and threw it into the entire Body of
Christ.

Every person in the Body should have stood up and
received this gift. Why? Because the most important
manifestation of the diversities of tongues is the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit within the believer’s spirit
to edify himself.

That is the purpose that this one operation fulfills:
It is given for the edification of the saints — until what
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happens? Until we all come into the unity of the faith.
Until we quit being deceived by the cunning craftiness
of men. Until we fulfill our call, speaking the truth in
love.

Every one of us is supposed to receive this opera-
tion, because if we are ever going to come into the unity
of the faith, we must learn how to release the power of
the Holy Spirit, our Teacher who dwells inside of us.
He is more than willing to pray hour after hour in
divine secrets and mysteries before the Father to help
us prepare spiritually for the operation to which God
separated us at our rebirth.

So when Jesus ascended on high, He gave three cat-
egories of gifts for three separate purposes: the fivefold
ministry for the maturing of the saints; helps and gov-
ernments for the work of the ministry; and diversities of
tongues for the edifying of the Body of Christ (see chart
on page 79). These three categories were given so that
we would all come into the unity of the faith and the
fullness of the knowledge of the Son of God (Eph. 4:13).

Attaining the Unity of the Faith

The devil has tried to utterly confuse the Church
regarding the subject of tongues. He wants us to get so
discouraged that we just quit using this divine gift.

Yet of the three categories of gifts given unto men,
God designated an entire category to one lone opera-
tion, the diversities of tongues! That one operation
holds a third of the categories that it takes to bring the
Body of Christ into the unity of the faith. (Think about
that the next time someone tells you it doesn’t do any
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good to pray in tongues or that you can pray too much
in tongues!)

Therefore, 1t would behoove us to find out from His
Word the important role this operation is to play in our
lives. The truth is, if all we ever fulfilled in the Body of
Christ was the eighth operation of diversities of
tongues, we would still be a gift to the Body of Christ
for the edification of the saints. But no matter what
other operation we are called by God to fulfill, we have
access to this third category and the edification it pro-
vides as we pray in the Holy Ghost.

Yet despite the importance God places on diversi-
ties of tongues, many in the Body of Christ want to
downplay or even exclude it. But if the category Jesus
gave for the edifying of the saints is excluded, how are
we ever going to come into the unity of the faith?

It takes all three categories of gifts fulfilling all
three purposes listed in Ephesians 4:12 for the Body of
Christ to arrive at the place of unity God intended. And
as each “measure of the gift of Christ” fulfills his or her
call, the Body of Christ will begin to stand up ...unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ (Eph. 4:13).

Why is all this necessary? Ephesians 4:14 and 15
tells us:

That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive;
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But speaking the truth in love, may grow up

into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ.

Isn’t it interesting why we need these gifts that
Jesus gave unto men? We need them so we won’t be
deceived by the cunning craftiness of men. We also
need them so we can be purged of all lying and start
speaking the truth. When we are speaking the truth in
purity of spirit and we’re not being deceived anymore,
we can then start the qualification process for our call-
ing — the empowerment of spiritual gifts.
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Keep on praying, saith the Spirit of Grace,

and entering into Me,
And I'll deliver things to you.
It will cause you and your loved ones
to be set free.
Just release Me, saith the Lord,
And you’ll soon see
that when I move in My power,
I can set people free.







Chapter 5

S e

The Four Basic Diversities
Of Tongues

When I first became a Christian and then subse-
quently received the gift of speaking in tongues, I was
taught that I could only pray “in the Spirit” when a
strong unction of the Holy Spirit overpowered me and
drove me to nearly shout in tongues. I later learned
that this is not so.

The truth i1s, not much is taught on the diversities
of tongues because within the Church, not much under-
standing exists regarding the workings of the Spirit.

The operations of the Spirit cannot be understood
with the natural mind. For instance, it 1s foolishness to
the natural mind to think that speaking in a language
that neither you nor anyone else understands will not
only edify you and enlighten you to the things of God,
but will launch you into fulfilling your divine call.

The Different Supernatural
Flows of Tongues

So let’s explore further this little-understood eighth
operation of God. The word “diversities” simply means
differences. Therefore, the terms “divers tongues” and
“diversities of tongues” tell us there are different
supernatural flows or manifestations of tongues.
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The reason the church world is so confused over the
subject of tongues is that believers generally try to
impose the same set of rules on all the different opera-
tions or manifestations of tongues. To do so causes
mass confusion among believers and misuses the gifts
of the Spirit so that instead of being drawn to Jesus,
the world doesn’t even want what we have to offer.

Although many diversifications of tongues occur as
the Spirit wills, four basic manifestations are outlined
in the Word:

1. Tongues for personal edification (1 Cor. 14:4)

This i1s the supernatural language the Holy
Spirit prays through us that we can use to pray
hour after hour as we desire. It accompanies the
baptism in the Holy Spirit.

2. Tongues for interpretation (1 Cor. 14:5)

This manifestation of tongues is normally pre-
sented in a public assembly, accompanied by
Interpretation by the same or another person.

3. Tongues of deep intercessional groanings (Rom.
8:26)

This diversification of tongues empowers the
believers to stand in the gap for their own lives,
their families, their church, their city, their
nation, etc. God may also call on them to inter-
cede for someone or for some situation that is
totally unknown to them.

4. Tongues as a sign to the unbeliever (1 Cor. 14:22)
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This is the phenomenon that took place on the
Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4-11). It occurs when
the Holy Spirit transcends the intellect and all
language barriers by empowering a believer to
preach, teach, or testify about Christ in some
language of men of which the believer himself
has no knowledge.

The rules that govern the operation of tongues for
personal edification are as different as night and day
from the rules that govern tongues for interpretation.
For that matter, the rules governing the deep interces-
sional groanings of the Spirit are completely different
from either one of the other two manifestations of
tongues. And the diversity of tongues that presents
itself as a sign to the unbeliever has very different
rules from the other three!

Of these four different manifestations of tongues,
two are designed to be used in the individual prayer
life of a believer: tongues for personal edification and
tongues that extend into the deep intercessional groan-
ings of the Holy Spirit. The other two, tongues for
Interpretation and tongues as a sign to the unbeliever,
are normally for use in public assembly. As a believer
begins to understand and yield to these four different
manifestations of the diversities of tongues, it will com-
pletely transform his life.

Tongues for Personal Edification

The most common, yet perhaps the most unique,
manifestation of diversities of tongues is tongues for
personal edification. This is the prayer language each
of us receives when we are filled with the Holy Ghost.
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It is used by God to transfer divine secrets and mys-
teries from His Spirit to ours.

In my earlier hypothetical illustration, Jesus
ascended on high the third time to gather armfuls of
the diversities of tongues. Then He threw that opera-
tion into the Body of Christ, and every believer
received the potential for tongues for personal edifica-
tion. If any believer will step out and receive that gift
by faith, it is his.

Tongues for personal edification is the most basic
foundational operation of God, because it is designed
by God to do for you what no preacher or teacher can
do. It edifies you by building into your spirit godly
traits such as love, divine insight into God’s Word, and
wisdom to know right from wrong and truth from false-
hood.

You see, a teacher can tell us that we should walk
in love, but he can’t give us the strength to do it. That
strength comes only from our reborn human spirit, and
praying in tongues provides the means by which the
Holy Spirit can build that strength into our spirit.

Praying in tongues is as supernatural as raising the
dead, because it doesn’t originate with you. The source
of both the raising of the dead and this supernatural
language is the power of the Holy Spirit. The only dif-
ference is the availability of the gift.

You see, all nine gifts of the Spirit, the first seven
operations of God as listed in First Corinthians 12:28,
and three of the four diversities of tongues are all given
as the Holy Spirit wills. But there is one diversity of
tongues that you can operate at will — anytime you
want to, as long as you want to — immediately after
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being filled with the Holy Ghost, and that is tongues
for personal edification.

I wish I could operate in the mighty working of mir-
acles or the discerning of spirits anytime I wanted to.
But I cannot, because all the gifts of the Spirit flow
through me severally as He wills for the edification of
other people.

But there’s one simple gift that flows to me to build
me up and edify me. God has done with this simple gift
what He has done with no other, because He has made
me the steward of my own edification.

It is a remarkable truth that we have been given
stewardship of the operation of this simple gift called
tongues. Now with our own free will, we determine how
much or how little we want to be edified by allowing
the Holy Spirit to pray through us.

Anytime we want to pray in tongues, all we have to
do is reach out momentarily with our faith. The Holy
Spirit will immediately respond and begin to create
that supernatural language down on the inside of our
spirit. And He will continue to do so hour after hour, as
long as we want to stay in the prayer closet. We could
pray for twelve hours, and it would do nothing but per-
manently benefit us in our climb toward becoming
qualified for God’s call on our lives.

You see, contrary to what some people say, praying
in tongues does not make us strange. Any kind of
prayer within the guidelines of Scripture can do noth-
ing but exalt the Word of God within us. Remember,
the Spirit and the Word are one (1 John 5:7).
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Praying in the Spirit never takes away from the
Word. Instead, it builds up our spirit by giving us
greater understanding of the revelation knowledge
already contained within the Word. Why? Because as
the Holy Spirit prays through us, He is always in total
agreement with the Word.

Therefore, it is absolutely impossible to pray too
much in the Holy Ghost. Tongues for personal edifica-
tion does nothing but enhance the working of the Word
on the inside of us, causing us to receive and walk in
more of God’s power as we become more yielded to
Him.

So after receiving this first diversity through the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, we begin our climb into the
spiritual qualifications for any or all of the other seven
operations of God. As we pray in tongues for our own
personal edification, the Holy Spirit releases the
Father’s perfect plan for us. The Spirit of God is cer-
tainly the One most able to qualify us for that plan.

As we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit prays
through our spirit for needs in our lives that we aren’t
even aware of. You see, God knows what lies in the
deepest recesses of our being, and He through the Holy
Spirit prays for us.

In this edification process, spiritual authority grows
and our faith is built up. We can reach the place where
so much authority is released as we line up against the
devil and bind him in Jesus’ Name that our commands
of faith literally shake the enemy’s kingdom.

But we aren’t going to cause the devil’s kingdom to
crumble and fall when our faith is still shaken over a
credit card balance that we can’t pay! That’s a lesson
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that even the prophet Elijah had to learn. After defeat-
ing the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, he sat and
whined under the juniper tree that the evil Queen
Jezebel was going to take his life until God dealt with
him and got him back into faith (1 Kings 18 and 19).

God has created a place of peace that we can enter
into in prayer. This is the place where we can “count it
all joy” when we fall into different temptations, tests,
and trials (James 1:2). Why can we do that? Because
we have grown in our spiritual authority, building up
ourselves on our most holy faith by praying in the Holy
Ghost (Jude 20). We have begun to learn how to change
circumstances arrayed against us rather than to have
circumstances rule over us.

Tongues for personal edification also develops our
character, which is of utmost importance. God requires
holiness, because His power operating through unholy
character will eventually destroy the vessel through
which the power flows.

I once prayed for a little girl in a service who greatly
needed a creative miracle but didn’t instantly receive
one. I was bitterly disappointed, knowing that God
wanted to see that little girl whole. After the service, I
went to my hotel room perplexed and sad, asking God
why no miracle had occurred.

The Lord told me that He cared for both the little
girl and for me. He said that until my character was
further developed in Him, He had to withhold the kind
of power necessary to cause that kind of creative mira-
cle. If I had received that level of His power at my level
of spiritual maturity, it would have destroyed me.
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Until there is nothing more important to us than
seeking first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness,
His power will do us little good. As we mature in Him,
we will become more and more of an asset to Him.
Tongues for personal edification is the only diversity of
tongues that we can operate “on purpose,” just because
we want to, in order to arrive at that mature state.

Tongues for Interpretation

Tongues for interpretation occurs when a message is
given in an unknown tongue and then interpreted in our
native language as a divine message to the church body.
We cannot operate in tongues for interpretation anytime
we choose. Some people claim to be able to do that, but I
know from experience that I cannot. I know when that
particular gift of the Spirit comes upon me. It is differ-
ent than when I pray in tongues for edification.

Many times I have desired to operate in this diver-
sity of tongues at will, but that doesn’t mean I can
make it happen. I can pray or ask God that I might
interpret, but that doesn’t mean I will always be able
to do it.

There will be times when God slides us into inter-
pretation when we are praying in the Spirit. However,
we cannot operate in interpretation just because we
want to.

Tongues
Of Deep Intercessional Groanings

Tongues of deep intercessional groanings is another
diversity that God moves us into as we allow Him to
transform us into the image of His Son. It is the third
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main diversity of tongues. Again, it cannot be generated
by our own will.

We can pray in our understanding and intercede for
those we know. For example, if I know that one of my
sons 1s going to a job interview, I can pray in my under-
standing for favor and wisdom as he meets his prospec-
tive employer and answers his questions.

However, if the devil has laid plans to take his life
by having a semi-truck flatten his small car on the way
to the interview, I have no foreknowledge of that. It is
during a time like this that the Holy Spirit will draw
me into intercession with deep groanings. I don’t know
how to pray, but He does.

If we are yielded to God, the Holy Spirit will lead us
into intercession for those in our family, in our circle of
friends, and even for those we may have never met.

God has called us to be people who will ask for
bread on behalf of another. In Luke 11:5-8, Jesus has
just finished teaching His disciples the Lord’s Prayer.
In this passage of Scripture, He continues to teach
without changing the subject of prayer.

And he said unto them, Which of you shall
have a friend, and shall go unto him at mid-
night, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three
loaves;

For a friend of mine in his journey is come
to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

And he from within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and
give thee.
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I say unto you, Though he will not rise and
give him, because he is his friend, yet because
of his importunity he will rise and give him as
many as he needeth.

In intercession, we become the man in the middle,
asking bread for a friend. We are the one who stands in
the gap. We aren’t asking for ourselves. If the friend
hadn’t come to our home, we would be asleep because
we had no needs. We are a go-between for the needs of
our friend. This by definition is an intercessor.

Many pastors and teachers who have realized that
this passage of Scripture teaches something about
intercession often label the man behind the door as a
type of God. However, this isn’t so. The man behind the
door is a picture of you and me in our fleshly nature. It
1s a man with wrong attitudes that Jesus could then
directly contrast with what God is really like.

The man behind the door isn’t like God, because he
doesn’t want to give the bread to his friend. But we
know from Luke 11:13 that God is more than willing to
give us anything we ask for:

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children: how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask him?

So as we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit, allowing
Him to use us in deep intercession for our unsaved
loved ones, friends, and fellow Christians, God will
answer our prayers.

We have to realize that although our mind may not
understand, we are producing results as we intercede.
Our Heavenly Father is more willing to flow through
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our intercessory prayer than we are willing to receive
that particular manifestation of tongues. He is willing
to give us bread on behalf of others.

First John 5:16 says that if we see a brother sin a
sin that 1s not unto death, we can ask God to give us
life for him:

If any man see his brother sin a sin which is
not unto death, he [the man who saw his brother]
shall ask, and he [God] shall give him life for
them that sin not unto death. There is a sin
unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

That scripture really didn’t make a lot of sense to
me for a long time. I thought I understood that the only
way to receive God’s forgiveness is to confess our sin
and repent. When we say, “God forgive me,” He does
forgive.

It seemed strange to me that someone else could sin,
and I could ask for his forgiveness. I came to understand
that if a person does me wrong and I ask God to forgive
him, God will forgive him for his offense against me.
However, if the person harbors other sin in his life, he
will still have to go to God himself.

For example, if you are walking in unforgiveness,
you will have to deal with God yourself. However, I can
make intercession for you until the devil’s hold is broken
and you make the necessary decision to come to God
and take care of the problem.

Thank God that He will use us to intercede for those
who sin a sin that isn’t unto death. He will cause us to
stand in the gap, taking authority against the works of
darkness in our brother’s life.
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Jesus Himself said, Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends (John 15:13). If you are willing to be used not
only to stand in the gap, but to stand against what the
enemy will try to throw at you, God will use you.

For example, my associate in the ministry once
became deathly ill. I was on vacation at the time and
was unaware of his life-and-death struggle. Yet
although I didn’t know about the situation, the Holy
Spirit prayed through me for a full day in heavy inter-
cessional groanings.

I was experienced enough to know that I was in a
crucial battle in the spiritual realm. But I had no idea
that the crisis was so close to home. I found out later
that the hour I began to sense a release and a lifting of
the burden, his fever lifted and the horrible pain began
to subside.

The Holy Spirit is faithful, and He knows what to
pray for even when we don’t! What a priceless gift from
the Father!

However, it is important to understand that a per-
son cannot slip into the deep groanings of intercession
anytime he wants to. Some people think they can, so
they try to groan out of emotions. But there is a differ-
ence between that kind of fleshly manipulation and an
honest heart saying, “God, I just want to stand in the
gap for this situation.”

In the latter case, God will often slip that interces-
sor between hell and the people who are trying to get
there or between Satan and the people the enemy is
trying to steal from and destroy.
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When God puts you in that place of intercession,
your heart cries out, “If you are going to hell, you’ll
have to go around me to get there!” And many times,
those you’re praying for would have reached that des-
tination, except that you were in the way and they
couldn’t get past you!

Another fact we must realize is that God loves you
just as much as the people for whom He wants you to
intercede. And He knows that when He slips you into
true intercession to stand in the gap, you are going to
attract the power of hell. The devil will come against
you because you are blocking his plans for those peo-
ple’s destruction.

You must be in a place of strength so you can stand
up to the devil’s onslaught. Jesus said that the man
who digs deeply into the Word of God is like a man who
dug deeply until he found rock and then built his house
upon that rock. When the rains came and the floods
washed around the house, the house wouldn’t fall
because it stood on the rock (Matt. 7:24-27).

We won’t fall if we are established on the rock of
doing God’s Word. The storms will come, and the
enemy will attack those who are standing in the gap.
But Jesus said that the devil isn’t powerful enough to
cause the fall of one whose house is built on the rock of

doing God’s Word.

Tongues as a Sign to the Unbeliever

When I was young in the Lord, I thought “tongues
as a sign to the unbeliever” occurred during those wild
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Pentecostal services my church sometimes had in my
ultra-Holiness days.

But I reconsidered my conclusion after witnessing
many variations of this scenario: Someone brings a vis-
1tor to church. The visitor is just sitting there, taking in
the service. Suddenly, Sister Chicken Walker jumps up
and starts screaming in tongues while jerking her head
like a hen looking for kernels of corn on the ground!

“What’s wrong with that woman?” the visitor asks.

“Oh, the Holy Ghost came on her; she’s just being
blessed.”

Later on in the service, someone asks the visitor,
“Would you like to be filled with the Holy Ghost?”

“Oh, no,” he says. “I have neck trouble. I don’t know
if I could survive being blessed by the Holy Ghost!”

I finally came to realize that tongues aren’t a sign to
the unbeliever unto salvation in that kind of situation;
they are a sign that makes unbelievers think Christians
are crazy!

So I began asking God, “When are tongues a sign to
the unbeliever?”

The Lord showed me the answer to that question as
I gained some experience in the ministry. Now I can tell
you exactly when tongues are a sign to the unbeliever:
when the Holy Spirit transcends your intellect, empow-
ering you to speak, preach, or teach in any language on
the face of this earth of which you have no previous
knowledge.
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For instance, if I were preaching in an Indian vil-
lage and my translator suddenly died and went home
to be with Jesus, I would have a choice of believing for
a major or a minor miracle. I could choose the major
miracle and grab him by the shirt, jerk him upright,
and say, “Nobody gets out of my service that easy!
Return to life — you have a job to do!” Or I could ask
the ushers to carry the interpreter out and hope that
the Holy Spirit chooses to move upon me, enabling me
to preach the rest of the message in the people’s
dialect.

The latter miracle, my friend, happens only as the
Holy Spirit wills and is an example of tongues as a sign
to the unbeliever. To date, this particular diversity of
tongues has happened in my ministry nineteen times.
For example, I've preached in an Indian dialect, in
French, in Spanish, in Arabic, and in German. Each
time I had no idea what I was saying.

The first time it occurred, I was a guest on a
Christian talk show 1n San dJose, California.
Somewhere in the midst of the interview, the host
asked me, “Brother Roberson, what has most changed
your life up to this time?”

Well, I had just had a profound experience in my
walk with the Lord that had made the love of God very
real to me. So I answered, “My friend, it’s the love of
God. It has so changed me...”

All of a sudden before I knew what was going on,
tongues started rolling out from deep inside of me. I
could have stopped them, but the unction was so
strong, I sensed that I needed to let that supernatural
language flow out of me.
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Then I panicked, thinking, This station is half-
owned by a secular company! I don’t even know if
speaking in tongues on the program is legal!

I glanced over at my host. He didn’t act as if he was
going to stop me. I thought, It’s okay, because when I
get through speaking with tongues, God will give me the
interpretation. But when I finished speaking, I just sat
there looking at the camera. No interpretation came,
and I couldn’t interpret the message in tongues just
because I wanted to.

I thought, What do I do now? Lord, don’t fail me
now!

We completed the program, acting as if nothing had
happened. Everyone was ignoring the incident. But as
I stepped off the set, a woman came running over to
me. A German immigrant from the old country, she
said to me with a broken German accent, “Brother
Roberson, Brother Roberson! How long have you been
speaking accented German from the old country?”

“Ma’am, excuse me,” I replied, “but I barely speak
English from the new country!”

“Then you know not what has happened,” she said.
“What has happened?” I asked.

The woman explained, “Suddenly you stopped
speaking in English, and you began to address the
German community in perfect accented German from
the old country!”

Dumbfounded, I said, “I didn’t know that’s what I
was doing!”
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She continued, “A German woman who lives in
Sacramento just called our hot line, and since I'm the
only German telephone counselor, I talked to her.

“This woman was dying of a terminal disease, and
you told her what to do in German. She obeyed your
instructions and then fell under God’s power in her liv-
ing room. When she got up, she was absolutely healed!
She called us to testify of the miracle that had taken
place. You know not what has happened, Brother
Roberson!”

I replied, “No, but if I'm the last one to find out
about this one more time, I'm going to ask God for a
raise!”

The next time this phenomenon of tongues as a sign
to the unbeliever occurred in my ministry was in
Anaheim, California. While ministering in a service, |
called out a little Catholic Spanish woman sitting on
the edge of the aisle. I began telling her by revelation
what was wrong with her body.

This woman was a very reverent Catholic who
spoke almost no English. To her, I was a man of the
cloth, a man of God. So although she didn’t understand
what I was saying as I told her what was wrong with
her body, she would respond to everything I said, “Si,
man of God. Si, man of God.”

Then suddenly tongues burst out from my spirit. I
wasn’t surprised, because tongues for interpretation
often manifests when I am ministering to someone.
Then the interpretation comes immediately afterward
to help me know how to minister accurately to the indi-
vidual.
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But this time before I could even listen for an inter-
pretation, this little bitty Spanish woman said some-
thing back to me in another language! When she fin-
ished speaking, tongues rolled up out of my spirit
again. Then the Spanish woman said, “Ahhh!” and fell
down on the floor under the power of God.

I thought, Hmmmm, I guess she’s healed!

Later that night, I was eating at a Chinese restau-
rant when one of my staff members caught up with me.
“You know that Spanish woman who got healed at
tonight’s meeting?” he asked.

“Yes,” I said.

“Well, I talked to some of the church members, and
they said you don’t realize what happened. She doesn’t
speak English.”

“Yes, I know that,” I replied.

“But did you know that you suddenly began to tell
her everything that was wrong with her in Spanish?
And when you paused for a moment, she asked you a
question in Spanish — which you then answered in
Spanish!”

“I did?” I asked, amazed.
“That’s what they told me,” the staff member said.

“That’s it,” I said. “If I'm the last one to find out
about this one more time, I am really going to ask God
for a raise!”

I'll tell you one more example of this diversity of
tongues from my own experience. This time the mani-
festation came in a different way.
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I was holding a meeting in Florida, preaching up a
storm. But I noticed that every time I made a state-
ment of revelation knowledge, a man about three rows
from the front would bend over and whisper to the man
next to him. My righteous indignation began to get
stirred up; I was getting irritated!

I thought, If they’re going to interrupt the service,
the least they could do is sit in back!

Somewhere in the middle of my message, the two
men stopped whispering to each other, which helped
me concentrate. God performed all kinds of miracles
that night. After the service, I was in the back room
recovering when the pastor came in to talk to me.

She said, “Did you notice those two men who were
whispering to each other during the service?”

“Yes,” I replied. “They talked about a third of the
way through the message and then stopped.”

“Well, one of them only speaks French. He brought
his own translator so he could enjoy the service.”

I thought, Uh, oh. But just as I started to feel badly
for my irritation with the two men, the pastor inter-
rupted my thoughts.

“This Frenchman said that one third of the way
through the service, you stopped preaching in English
and started to preach in French.”

“But I didn’t preach in French!” I protested.
“Well, he says you did.”
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“Okay,” I said. “Have someone ask the Frenchman
who can’t speak English what I preached in French.”

Someone talked to the man and found out I had
preached the exact same message in French that I had
preached in English!

Now, it’s one thing for the Holy Ghost to move
through you and inspire you to preach what He wants
you to preach. But it’s another thing for the Holy Spirit
to take the message you received by revelation and
translate it for you into French. That means your rev-
elation is right on! (And the message I was preaching
that night is the same one I am discussing in this chap-
ter!)

Now, I wish I could move in the deep intercessional
groanings of the Spirit or tongues for interpretation
anytime I want to. But I cannot, for these diversities of
tongues manifest severally as the Holy Spirit wills. I
wish that I could operate in tongues as a sign to the
unbeliever anytime I decided to, but I cannot. It mani-
fests only as He wills and moves upon me. There is only
one diversity of tongues that I can operate at my own
will, and that is tongues for personal edification.

Do All Speak With Tongues?

Now that you understand the four basic diversities
of tongues, you can better understand what Paul was
talking about in First Corinthians 12:29 and 30 when
he asks several questions. He starts out by asking, Are
all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers?
are all workers of miracles? (v.29). The correct
answer to all these questions is, “Of course not.”
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Who are these “workers of miracles” that Paul is
talking about? They are those who operate in the work-
ing of miracles, one of the gifts of the Spirit that quali-
fies the fivefold offices.

No, not everyone is called to have that gift of the
Spirit operating in their lives to the extent that it qual-
ifies them for the fivefold ministry. But everyone in the
Body of Christ is called to fulfill the commission of the
believer found in Mark 16:16-18: to speak with new
tongues, lay hands on the sick and see them recover,
and cast out devils. And at times, as the Spirit wills,
that does include the working of miracles!

Some examples of fivefold ministers who have been
qualified by the Spirit in the working of miracles
include William Branham, George Jeffreys, Maria
Woodworth-Etter, and Kathryn Kuhlman. Each of
these ministers of the Gospel stood in an office
ordained of God that was empowered by a certain
blend of the nine gifts of the Spirit.

So when Paul asks, “Are all workers of miracles?”
the answer i1s no. Then in verse 30, he goes on to ask,
Have all the gifts of healing? [No, of course not.] do
all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

At one time I wished Paul had left out the question
about tongues. In fact, a lot of people who don’t believe
in speaking in tongues in this day and age use this
verse as an argument for their case.

The last time I encountered someone who did that
was at a wedding. Without meaning to, I locked horns
with a fiery grandma. She got right up in my face and
asked, “What faith are you?” She was concerned

105



The Walk of the Spirit — The Walk of Power

because I was the minister marrying her grandson to
his bride.

I mentioned the names of a few well-known preach-
ers of the time, thinking the grandma would recognize
them. She had not heard of any of them. So I asked her
if she had heard of a certain denomination. She said,
“Oh, yes, the Charismatic people. You're one of those.
Well, you have your place.”

I asked, “What do you mean, Ma’am?”

She explained what she had learned through her
church background. She had been taught that accord-
ing to First Corinthians 12:28 and 29, God placed some
in the Body as apostles, prophets, and teachers, but
that not all are called to each office.

Then she got to First Corinthians 12:30: Have all
the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues?
do all interpret? I asked her, “Well, do all speak with
tongues?”

She answered, “No, it’s listed right here with all the
other offices. Everyone isn’t supposed to speak with
tongues.” It 